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Executive summary 
Dublin Array is a proposed offshore wind farm that is being developed at the Kish and 
Bray Banks in the Irish Sea, approximately 10 km off the coast of counties Dublin and 
Wicklow.  Dublin Array will export up to 824 MW of electricity to the national electricity 
transmission system. The wind farm grid connection to the Irish national electricity 
transmission network includes additional infrastructure; offshore substation platform, 
two submarine cables offshore, onshore underground cables and onshore substation 
and a connection to the existing 220kV substation at Carrickmines, County Dublin.   
 
Consultation is a key part of any project. The consultation undertaken to date at Dublin 
Array has led to constructive feedback from the local community, statutory bodies, 
elected representatives and other interested stakeholders being incorporated into the 
project plans, as appropriate. This feedback has enhanced the project team’s 
understanding of the project area and the local community, which will help them to 
deliver a successful project.  
 
There have been several statutory consultations (associated with applications under the 
Foreshore Acts, 1933 (as amended) and public consultations with key project 
stakeholders including statutory bodies, elected representatives, local communities, 
landowners, fishers and the public throughout the history of the development of the 
Dublin Array project to date.  
 
A summary of key phases of engagement completed on this project to date is included 
in the table below.   
 
Table 1 Key phases of Engagement 
 

Period Stage Phases of Engagement 

Pre 2013 Early 
Development 
Phase 

Statutory consultations to support two Foreshore Licence 
applications in 2000. 

2013 Early 
Development 
Phase 

Saorgus Energy undertook the first major public 
consultation for a 12-week period to inform the public on 
the lease applications to obtain feedback in relation to the 
proposal. 

2019 General 
Consultation 

General outreach activities by the project team to a 
variety of stakeholders. This consisted of direct outreach 
to several statutory stakeholders as well as a statutory 
consultation associated with foreshore licence 
(FS007029) application for marine surveys. 
 



 

Page 9 of 165 
 

Period Stage Phases of Engagement 

2020 Project Design 
and 
Information 
Consultation 

Public Consultation - Due to Covid19 a virtual public 
consultation with online consultation room with full project 
details and online public feedback survey. 

2021 & 
2022 

General 
Consultation 

General outreach activities by the project team to a 
variety of stakeholders. Consultation associated with the 
application for Foreshore Licence (FS007188) to 
undertake geophysical, geotechnical, wind, wave and 
current monitoring and ecological surveys of the 
proposed array and export cable routes. 

2023 Project Design 
and Updated 
Consultation 

Public Consultation - campaign over a nine-week period 
with 8 in-person events in 6 locations, a webinar with live 
Q&A and a virtual consultation room.  

2024 Project 
Information 
Campaign 

2024 project information campaign - This entailed a 
brochure-drop to directly impacted residents along the 
proposed export cable corridor outlining the onshore 
electrical system and associated onshore engineering 
works. This also included direct engagement with local 
representatives. 

 
This consultation and engagement period has included a variety of additional structured 
communications which have been carried out on a consistent basis. 
 
This report has been prepared to summarise all consultation and engagement activities 
to date for inclusion in the application to An Bord Pleanála for development permission 
for Dublin Array. 
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Introduction 
This Public Consultation and Engagement Report forms part of a suite of documents to 
be submitted to the decision-making authority, An Bord Pleanála, as part of a 
development consent application to construct the Dublin Array offshore wind farm 
project.  
 
The purpose of this document is to demonstrate the extent of public consultation 
(statutory and non-statutory) and engagement carried out as an integral part of this 
project development process. The document sets out; 
 

• Consultation approach 
• Details of statutory consultation events carried out to date 
• Details of all external engagement activities 
• Details of direct engagement with stakeholders 
• Details of project website  
• Details of media engagement 
• Details of industry engagement 
• Details of feedback and key issues raised 
• Details of how the project team has addressed feedback 

1.1 Project Background 
 
The Dublin Array project has been in development since 1999. The initial phase of work 
was undertaken by a consortium led by Saorgus Energy Ltd who were granted the first 
two Foreshore Licences to survey the site in 2000. Since then, numerous technical, 
engineering, and environmental surveys and studies have been carried out at the Kish 
and Bray Banks to inform the development of the planning stage design and associated 
environmental assessments.  
 
Two Foreshore Lease applications (to construct the project) for Kish Offshore Wind 
Limited and Bray Offshore Wind Limited were submitted to the Department of 
Communications, Marine and Natural Resources in 2006 and additional submitted 
between 2009, and 2013. 
In March 2019 Innogy Renewables Ireland entered a 50:50 joint development 
partnership with Saorgus Energy Ltd for the project and became the lead developer. 
Innogy became part of RWE Renewables in July 2020.  The project will consist of 
between 39 and 50 turbines delivering up to 824 MW of renewable energy and will be 
located approximately 10km offshore of counties Dublin and Wicklow. 
 
It will provide enough clean, renewable power to supply up to the equivalent of 770,000 
average Irish households and will offset over 1.1 million tonnes of CO2 (carbon dioxide) 
per annum for the project’s lifetime. It is a key project in helping Ireland achieve its 



 

Page 11 of 165 
 

renewable electricity targets of 80% by 2030 by supplying up to 16% of the 5GW goal 
for electricity from offshore wind outlined in the Climate Action Plan 2024. 
 
Dublin Array is expected to create over 1,000 jobs during the construction phase of the 
project, and an estimated 80 direct and 160 indirect jobs during the operational phase. 
Having secured a contract under the Offshore Renewable Energy Support Scheme 
(ORESS1) in 2023 the project will also provide a multi-million-euro annual Community 
Benefit Fund (CBF). 
 

1.2 The Importance of Consultation  
 
Consultation and public engagement are a key aspect of the development of the Dublin 
Array project and the Applicant is committed to this engagement throughout all phases 
of the project lifecycle.  
 
The purpose of the consultation activities undertaken to date has been to provide 
project stakeholders with multiple opportunities to understand the project and to 
provide national, regional and local input in the development of the project to date. It is 
also a key objective for the Dublin Array project team to ensure that accurate 
information is accessible and widely available. 
 
A diverse approach to communications has allowed the Dublin Array team to reach a 
wide-ranging audience through a multitude of engagement methods such as; our 
website, public participation networks, through email, digital/print/broadcast media, 
through direct engagement via the Dublin Array dedicated project phone number and 
also through the delivery of the project information brochure directly to residents’ 
homes. The targeted expanded outreach of project information created a diverse range 
of feedback, with proper consideration and detailed responses provided to all 
observations received. 
 
 

1.3 Guiding Principles  
 
In implementing its consultation and engagement activities Dublin Array has continually 
implemented the following principles;  
 

- Dublin Array is committed to engaging with transparency, responsiveness and 
accountability.   

- Dublin Array will continue to engage with all interested parties, identified 
stakeholders and the public throughout the project from design through 
planning and subject to consent, into the construction and operational phases. 

- Dublin Array will respond to questions, queries and complaints in-line with strict 
internal timelines that have been set. 
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- Dublin Array will continue to be open to criticism and feedback on all aspects 
of the project. 

- Dublin Array will seek to understand and, where possible, incorporate the views 
of the local community in the design, delivery and operation of the Dublin Array 
offshore wind farm (including onshore aspects); this will be achieved through 
strategic early and continuous engagement. 

- Dublin Array through a variety of means, will strive to ensure that communities 
are aware and can access benefits available to them over the lifetime of the 
Dublin Array offshore wind farm. 

- Dublin Array will continue to identify engagement opportunities with industry 
including potential local, regional, national & European supply chain companies  

- Dublin Array will strive to communicate and engage using both modern and 
traditional techniques to ensure all areas of society are given the opportunity 
to engage. 

 
The consultation processes undertaken to date have been completed in a manner to 
ensure that clear and accurate information is available to the public and other 
stakeholder groups in accordance with requirements under Irish Law and the Aarhus 
Convention. 

1.4 Accessibility of Information 
 
To ensure the engagement process is open and accessible to as wide a range of people 
as possible, Dublin Array has set out several ways for people to engage with the project, 
including: 

- Regularly updated project website. 
- Local project office based in Dún Laoghaire.  
- Newsletter subscription services. 
- Appointed Community Liaison Officer (CLO). 
- Appointed Fisheries Liaison Officer (FLO) 
- A dedicated local project phoneline. 
- Project email address.  
- Advertising campaigns for public consultations. 
- In-person and virtual public consultations. 
- Delivery of the project information brochure directly to homes and businesses 

adjacent to the onshore electrical system (OES). (Available on our website). 
- Utilisation of the Public Participation Networks (PPN) for advertising of public 

consultation and press releases.  
- Engagements and meetings targeted to a wide range of local stakeholders. 
- Press releases targeted locally and nationally on a variety of related topics. 
- Dublin Array social media accounts. 
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1.5 National and International Legal Requirements  
 
In developing an application for development permission for the Dublin Array offshore 
wind farm project, the project team consulted with members of the public and interested 
stakeholders in accordance with relevant legislative, planning, and best practice 
requirements. 

 

 1.6 Irish Legislative Requirements  
 
With the submission of the planning application for Dublin Array there will be a statutory 
public consultation as legislated for in Planning and Development Act, 2000 as amended 
(associated secondary legislation).  
 
With the submission of the planning application, the application documentation will be 
made available online at www.dublinarray-marineplanning.ie and is available to inspect 
in hard copy as described in the statutory public notices. 
 

1.7 EIA Directive (2014/52/EU) 
 
Several requirements have been integrated into the text of the Environment Impact 
Assessment Directive (2014/52/EU) to reflect the Aarhus Convention public 
participation requirements. For example, the definitions of ‘the public 'and ’the public 
concerned’ as set out in Articles 2(4) and 2(5) of the Aarhus Convention are incorporated 
into the EIA Directive by Articles 1(2)(d) and (I), respectively. In addition, Article 6 of the EIA 
Directive sets out the minimum requirements for effective public participation. The aim of 
Articles 6(2) and 6(3) of the EIA Directive is to ensure that the public shall be informed of 
matters early in the environmental decision-making procedure, and that the relevant 
information and documents are made available to the public concerned.   
 
The substantive provisions ensure that the public concerned shall be given “early and 
effective opportunities to participate” in environmental decision-making procedures for 
consent to projects and, for that purpose, the public concerned is entitled to express 
comments and opinions when all options are open to the competent authority before the 
decision on the request for development consent is taken.   
 

1.8 Phases of Consultation 
 
There have been several phases of engagement throughout the development of the 
Dublin Array offshore wind farm project. Following the pre consent application phase of 
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engagements, there will be additional phases during the pre-construction, construction, 
operation and decommissioning phases of the project.  
 

Phase 1 - Early Development Phase Consultation from 1999 to 
2018 

This covers consultation from the project’s inception in 1999 to RWE joining as the lead 
developer in 2019. 
 

Phase 2 - General Consultation (including Foreshore Licence) in 
2019 

The consultation in 2019 consisted of direct outreach to several statutory stakeholders 
as well as a statutory consultation associated with a foreshore licence (FS007029) 
application for marine surveys. 
 

Phase 3 - Project Design and Information Consultation in 2020  

This included direct outreach by the Community Liaison Officer (CLO), Fisheries Liaison 
Officer (FLO) and other team members with statutory and non-statutory stakeholders, as 
well as the first non-statutory public consultation event since RWE joined as lead 
developer in Autumn 2020. 

Phase 4 - General Consultation (including Foreshore Licence) in 
2021 & 2022.  

This included direct outreach by the CLO, FLO and other team members with statutory 
and non-statutory stakeholders as well as a statutory consultation as part of a foreshore 
licence (FS007188) application for marine survey. 
 

Stage 5 -Project Design and Updated Public Consultation in 2023 

This included direct outreach by the CLO, FLO and other team members with statutory 
and non-statutory stakeholders, as well as the second public consultation event between 
January 26th and March 31st.  
 

Stage 6 -Project Information Campaign in 2024  

A strategic project information campaign comprising of a project brochure and direct 
engagement with locally elected representatives and additional local stakeholders. 
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The brochure was distributed to households and businesses along the proposed export 
cable corridor and a digital version was made available on the Dublin Array website to 
view and download.   
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 Project information availability 
A key objective of Dublin Array has been, and continues to be, to ensure clear and 
accurate project information is available and accessible to the public.  
 
This goal of information provision is achieved through several methods which have been 
and will continue to be ongoing throughout each phase of project engagement since RWE 
joined as lead developer. This ensures that the project team can incorporate their 
feedback into the project plans. These methods are discussed in this Chapter. Specific 
statutory and non-statutory activities are discussed in the consultation phases 
breakdown presented from Chapter 3 onwards.   

2.1 Project Website  
 
The Dublin Array website www.dublinarray.com is a key source of project information.  
Topics covered include the following: 

- Latest project information,  
- Key facts, 
- Details of environment & technical survey works.  
- Latest news updates, 
- Press releases,  
- Case studies / opinion pieces 
- Dedicated supplier page,  
- Details on the Community Benefit Fund, 
- Job opportunities, 
- Details of public consultation events including copies of collateral displayed, 
- FAQs, and 
- Contact details. 

A project website has been in existence since the early development phase of the 
project. As well as providing contact details, a booking system has been added whereby 
people can directly request a call back with a member of the project team at a specified 
time.  
In addition, at the launch of each phase of public consultation, information on how to 
access the consultation details are added to the website, with copies of the main project 
information such as exhibition boards and visualisations tools being added following the 
close out of the consultations.  
 
It is intended that the website will continue to be updated as new project information 
becomes available. Contact information for the Community Liaison Officer (CLO) will 
always be included on the website, as will a sign-up form for project updates. The FAQs 
and latest news update pages will be updated regularly.   
 
 
 

http://www.dublinarray.com/
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Figure 1 Dublin Array Website Homepage 

 

2.2 Newsletter Updates 
 
A subscribers newsletter distribution list was set up in advance of the 2020 public 
consultation. Anyone who wants to be kept informed about the project can sign up. 
Information such as upcoming consultations, information campaigns, surveying 
campaigns, job opportunities & new members of staff is shared within this newsletter. To 
date over 800 people have signed up, with 5 editions being issued as of 2025. There will 
continue to be regular newsletters produced as the project progresses. Copies of all 
newsletters can be found on the Dublin Array website.  
 

2.3 Project Collateral 
 
As well as via the project website, project information has been supplied through a 
variety of mediums. These include project fact cards, newsletters, brochures, videos and 
virtual exhibition boards.  
 
Several revisions to a general project fact card have been created, ensuring the most 
up-to-date project information is always included. The latest project fact card, copy 
from exhibition boards, project information brochure and 2024 offshore survey 
campaign video can be seen below.   
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Examples of Project Collateral; 
 

 

  
Figure 2 Project fact card 
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 Figure 3 project information brochure cover, August 2024 
                                                                                  

 
Figure 4 2024 offshore survey campaign public information video, November 2024 
 

2.4 Project Liaison Officers 
 



 

Page 20 of 165 
 

A Community Liaison Officer (CLO) and Fisheries Liaison Officer (FLO) have been 
appointed to the project and are available full time to engage with the local community 
and the fishing industry.  
 
The CLO has been, and will continue to be, one of the primary points of contact for 
members of the community and the public. The FLO has been and will continue to be 
available to engage with commercial fishers in the project area.  
 
Both the CLO and FLO continue to engage with the relevant groups and individuals 
throughout the project’s development, ensuring open lines of communication with 
stakeholders.  
 

2.5 Fisheries Management and Mitigation Strategy 
 
Dublin Array appointed a Fisheries Liaison Officer (FLO) in May 2019 as an endeavour to 
enhance opportunities for meaningful engagement with fisheries stakeholders.  The 
seafood sector is a vital part of Ireland’s economy and heritage and the valuable 
meeting and engagement efforts with fisheries stakeholders active in and around the 
vicinity of Dublin Array since the appointment of an FLO have facilitated knowledge 
sharing and information gathering. This has enriched Dublin Array’s understanding of 
local conditions and dynamics, activities, concerns, and areas of importance for the 
localised fishing sector. Learnings identified through meaningful engagement with the 
fishing sector have been applied to significantly inform the content of this FMMS.  

Dublin Array established a Commercial Fisheries Working Group (CFWG) to support 
consultation and regular engagement with local fisheries stakeholders and their 
representatives. The group includes local fishers from the harbours surrounding the 
proposed wind farm. It is envisaged that this CFWG will remain active throughout the 
lifetime of Dublin Array to support ongoing relationships between the project and local 
fishermen, to enable advanced notification of upcoming activities and planned works 
and to facilitate discussions as required. Dublin Array intend to arrange a maximum of 4 
meetings per year during pre-construction and construction phases and a maximum of 
two meetings per year during the operational phase or such frequency as agreed to be 
appropriate for the stage of the project. One-to-one discussions between Dublin Array 
and individual local fishers (and their representatives) will occur as needed throughout all 
stages of the project lifecycle. 

Dublin Array are committed to continued, proactive engagement, to identify solutions to 
shared issues and concerns within the wider Irish offshore wind market, and to identify 
solutions to minimise and mitigate against impacts on fisheries stakeholders within the 
vicinity of the project as far as reasonably possible, while maximising opportunities to 
support the State in achieving their legal obligations for reductions in carbon emissions 
as set  out in the Climate Action Plan 2023. 

Engagement activities to date include; 



 

Page 21 of 165 
 

- Ongoing calls and meetings with individual fishermen by the project FLO, Mike 
Fitzpatrick, to support understanding of fishing activities within the vicinity of the 
Project as well as any concerns raised by the fishing industry. 

- Public or group meetings, the first of which was held in October 2019. Some of these 
meetings were held on piers in Howth, Dun Laoghaire, Wicklow and Arklow and some 
with the attendance of fishers’ legal representatives. These meetings were initially to 
inform fishers about the project and to get feedback from them regarding their 
fishing activities and later to discuss specific survey plans. 

- Calls and meetings with fishers’ representative organisations including Regional 
Inshore Fisheries Forums (RIFFS), producer’s organisations, the Northwestern Waters 
Regional Advisory Council (NWWAC) and Bord Iascaigh Mhara (BIM). 

- Meetings with individual fishermen and/or their representatives to develop co-
operation agreements for planned surveys. 

- A series of observation surveys on fishing vessels between September 2021 and 
September 2022, conducted in response to concerns expressed by fishermen about 
the impact of strong tides on their fishing activities within a wind farm. 

- The development of a Dublin Array Commercial Fisheries Working Group (CFWG), 
with the first meeting held in August 2022, which discussed concerns raised by 
fishers and Dublin Arrays plans for surveys. A second CFWG meeting was held in 
February 2023 which again discussed planned survey operations and any residual 
fishermen’s concerns. A third meeting was held in March 2024 to discuss similar 
topics on upcoming surveys and to discuss the FMMS and its proposed contents. 
Meeting minutes, and presentations made at the meetings are circulated to all 
fishers after CFWG meetings.  

- Active participation by project team members in the National Seafood Offshore 
Renewable Energy (Seafood-ORE) Working Group, an initiative of the Department of 
Housing, Local Government and Heritage, where issues of national relevance 
regarding engagement between the fishing and offshore wind industries are 
discussed. 

 

2.6 Project Phoneline 
 
A dedicated project phoneline (01 9020317) has been set up to ensure accessibility to 
project information and the project team. This is in addition to the dedicated project 
email address, website, and online meeting booking system. Details are included on the 
Dublin Array website and have been included in local newspaper advertisements for 
those without internet access.  
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3. Phase 1 - Early development phase 
consultation 1999 – 2019 

There were several early development phase consultation activities prior to RWE 
Renewables joining the project as a joint partner and lead developer in 2019, including 
both statutory and general consultation activities. The statutory consultations were 
associated with Foreshore Licence applications to undertake survey work. The general 
consultation work was completed by Saorgus Energy to inform the public about the 
project, providing an opportunity to engage with the development team and provide 
feedback and associated with Foreshore Lease applications. 

 

3.1 Early Development Phase: Consultation 1999 – 
2013 

 
There were statutory consultations to support two Foreshore Licence applications in 
2000. The format was set out by the Department of Housing, Planning and Local 
Government as it was a statutory process. Following this consultation, the project 
continued to be available for consultation with contact details and other information 
available on the project website. 
 

3.2 Consultation 2013 
 
Saorgus Energy undertook the first major public consultation for the project between the 
dates of 9th April and 28th June 2013, (a 12-weeks period) The purpose of the 
consultation exercise was to inform the public on the lease applications which had been 
made and to obtain feedback in relation to the proposal. 
 
The following public consultation activities were undertaken: 
 

- Foreshore Lease applications documentation was made available for inspection 
at six locations (Howth library, Dún Laoghaire library, Bray Garda Station, 
Greystones Garda Station, Royal Dublin Society – the RDS, Dalkey library).  

- Panopods, backlit transparencies of the photomontages, were displayed in curved 
cabinets to provide a tool to inform the public in relation to potential visual impact 
arising from the proposed development. 

- A website was utilised for information dissemination (including copies of the 
Environmental Impact Statement and appendices, timeline, FAQs, contact details 
for project coordinators, opening hours of info points, web contact forum where 
people could ask questions or offer feedback).  
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- Print & online media engagements (Irish Times, Evening Herald, Bray People, 
Wicklow Times, etc) 

- Radio broadcasts (Newstalk FM, East Coast FM) 
- Use of social media (Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn, boards.ie) 

 
The most effective methods by which information was shared during this period are listed 
in the table below: 
 
Table 2 Project communication methods 
 

Medium Users Notes 

Social media  The project received 
extensive feedback on 
social media (Facebook, 
Twitter, LinkedIn and 
Boards.ie) 

Strong circulation & 
conversation regarding news 
articles and relevant project 
information.  

Print Media  Irish Times 
Evening Herald 
Wicklow Times 
Bray People 
Wicklow People 

Extensive publishing since 
1999 to inform the public of 
the potential project 

Broadcast Media National & Regional Radio 
broadcast partners 
(Newstalk FM, East Coast 
FM) 
 

Interviews & advertisements  
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4 Phase 2 - Consultation 2019 
Once RWE became the development lead for Dublin Array the next phase of 
consultation commenced in 2019. An updated project website using the pre-existing 
domain name (www.dublinarray.com) with updated project information was launched in 
May 2020 and a press release announcing the involvement of RWE was circulated 
widely.  
 
All press releases up to the completion of this report are included in the ‘’latest news’’ 
section of the Dublin Array website.  
 

4.1 Direct Outreach 
 
Throughout 2019 a programme of engagement with statutory consultees, as well as 
landowners, local stakeholders and local commercial fishermen was completed. 
 

4.2 Foreshore License Application 
 
In addition to the direct outreach, a statutory consultation was carried out related to an 
application for a foreshore licence (FS007029) to undertake survey work to support the 
updating of project baseline environmental and physical information. The information 
from these surveys will be used to inform the wind farm design and the Environmental 
Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) which forms the main part of the development 
consent application.  
 
Several steps were undertaken to ensure the public and relevant communities were 
aware that the foreshore licence application had been submitted, including details of 
how they could take part in the statutory consultation process, which ran from the 18th 
of October to the 18th of November 2019. The following activities were completed. 
 
 

4.3 Public Notices  
 
In accordance with standard practice for foreshore licence applications, notices were 
printed in national and local newspapers to advise the public about the commencement 
of the consultation phase:  
 
 
Table 3 2019 Newspaper notices 
 

http://www.dublinarray.com/
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Newspaper           Dates Weekly Readership  
The Irish 
Times 

- 17th October 2019 
 

1,451,000 

Dublin City 
Gazette 

- 17th October 2019 
 

180,000 

Dublin 
Fingal 
Gazette  
 

- 17th October 2019 (Combined readership of 
270,000 with the Dublin 
West Gazette and Dublin 
South Gazette) 

Dublin West 
Gazette 
 

- 17th October 2019 See above 

Dublin 
South 
Gazette 
 

- 17th October 2019 See above 

Bray People 
 

- 18th October 2019 (Combined readership with 
Wicklow People of 
112,223) 

Wicklow 
People 
 

- 18th October 2019 See above 

 

4.4 Website Update 
 
The project website was updated with details of the application and consultation process.  
 

4.5 Information Display 
 
The application documents and information on the consultation process were on public 
display at the following 10 Garda stations from 16th October 2019 to 6th November 
2019.  

1. Shankill Dorney Court, Shankill, Dublin 18, D18 CD50  
2. Dún Laoghaire Corrig Avenue, Dún Laoghaire, County Dublin, A96 N299  
3. Blackrock 15 Sweetman’s Avenue, Blackrock, County Dublin, A94 X660  
4. Clontarf Strandville Avenue East, Clontarf, Dublin 3, D03 FA46  
5. Irishtown Irishtown Road, Irishtown, Dublin 4, D04 YE33  
6. Pearse Street 1-6 Pearse Street, Dublin 2, D02 W289  
7. Howth 8 Dunbo Hill, Howth, County Dublin, D13 YR70 (7am-9pm)  
8. Bray Convent Avenue, Bray, County Wicklow, A98 EO93  
9. Greystones Marine Terrace, Greystones, County Wicklow, A63 N466  
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10. Wicklow Bachelor’s Walk, Wicklow, County Wicklow, A67 HK20 

 
The application documents and were provided via a link to the Department of Housing’s 
website at http://www.housing.gov.ie/planning/foreshore/applications/overview and 
included the details of the consultation process as follows: 
 
“Any person who wishes to make an objection to, or a representation in respect of the  
grant of the licence sought should do so in writing, giving reasons, within 21 working.  
days of publication of this Notice (quoting ref: FS007029), to Foreshore Section,  
Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government, Newtown Road, Wexford,  
Co. Wexford or foreshore@housing.gov.ie.  The closing date for submissions is close  
of business on Friday 18th November 2019.  
 
All objections and representations received will be forwarded to the applicant for  
comment prior to any decision being made in the matter. Material upon which the  
Minster shall determine this application may be published on the Department’s 
website. In this regard the Department wishes to draw attention to its policy on  
defamatory material that may be contained in submissions it receives, which may be  
found at: http://www.housing.gov.ie/planning/foreshore/public-participation- 
foreshore-consent-process.” 
 

4.6 Direct Notifications 
 
The Dublin Array project team produced a list of all elected representatives across 
Dublin and Wicklow.  All elected representatives (Teachta Dálanna and Councillors) were 
advised of the application consultation phase by telephone number, email or a 
combination of both.  
 

4.7 Submissions 
 
In response to the statutory consultation, 14 public responses were received by the 
Department. In addition, the following eight statutory consultees submitted responses.  

- Marine Institute 
- Inland Fisheries Ireland 
- Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council 
- Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (underwater archaeology unit 

and National Parks and Wildlife Service) 
- Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
- Sea Fisheries Protection Authority 
- Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government (Foreshore section) 
- Fingal County Council 
- Environmental Protection Agency 

http://www.housing.gov.ie/planning/foreshore/applications/overview
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- Wicklow County Council 
- Dublin City County Council 

The submissions were also shared with the team preparing the assessments and reports 
for the offshore wind farm development consent application so that information of 
relevance to that application which was provided by consultees could be incorporated. 
Reponses were submitted by the project team via letters to the Department. 
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5. Phase 3 - Consultation 2020 
Throughout 2020 there was ongoing consultation with statutory consultees, elected 
representatives, commercial fishermen, members of the community and other identified 
stakeholders. The first planned large scale public consultation since RWE joined in the 
project was completed between 6th October and 23rd November 2020.This was a non-
statutory consultation in that its purpose was general information provision to the public 
and not directly associated with an application for a survey or development consent. The 
purpose of the consultation was to re-introduce the project to the local community and 
public, and to provide the most up-to-date project information at that time. 

 5.1 Website 
 
During the public consultation, a link to the online consultation portal was added to the 
website homepage. Following the completion of the public consultation a dedicated 
page was added with the information that had been shared during the consultation 
period.  
 
Between the 1st of January and the 31st of December, the website had 8,732 visitors 
with a total of 32,797 page views. Of these, 4,614 users visited during the public 
consultation period of 6th October to 10th November, with peaks coinciding with 
notifications, project updates and press releases. 
 

5.2 Direct Outreach 
 
Throughout 2020 the CLO, FLO and other project team members regularly engaged 
with stakeholders, including statutory, non-statutory, community members, fishermen 
and elected representatives. A comprehensive stakeholder register was developed and 
is continuously updated as new stakeholders are identified. The main stakeholder 
categories are: 
 
1. Statutory Stakeholders 
2. Local Communities 
3. Elected representatives  
4. General public 
5. Recreational Representatives  
6. Environmental NGOs 
7. Commercial/Business Representatives 
8. Tourism Representatives 
9.  Fishing Representatives 
 
As well as the numerous one-to-one meetings that were held, multiple offers of 
meetings were made to many other stakeholders, including those in Appendices 2. The 
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CLO will continue to reach out to local community members and representatives 
throughout the project and will include other project team members in any future 
meetings as appropriate.  
 
A project email address, postal address and phoneline were available 24/7 on the 
project website for anyone who wanted to contact the project team to request feedback 
or a meeting.  
 

5.3 Media Engagement  
 
Throughout 2020 there was proactive engagement with the media at key milestones 
for the project in the form of press releases. In addition, the communications team were 
always responsive to any media enquiries and undertook comprehensive outreach 
which resulted in regional and national broadcast and television coverage featuring the 
Project Director.  
 

5.4 Navigation Workshops 
 
In August a navigational risk assessment process was started. The purpose of this 
assessment was to identify and assess the potential impacts the construction and 
operation of Dublin Array may have on shipping and navigation, including recreational 
users, so that mitigation and avoidance techniques could be incorporated into project 
plans. 
 
As part of this process, baseline information needed to be gathered to understand how 
the marine space is used commercially and recreationally. As well as surveys and desk-
based studies, a consultation was launched with those who utilise the marine space off 
the coasts of counties Dublin and Wicklow. This was split into two parts with one focusing 
on commercial users and the other focused on recreational users.  
 
For the recreation part of the consultation, information on the project was emailed to 43 
stakeholders and they were asked to provide feedback on how they utilise the marine 
space to inform the navigation assessment, as well as being invited to participate in a 
workshop in November. 
 
Of the 43 invited 16 attended an online workshop where representatives from Dublin 
Array provided an overview of the project and their baseline assumptions about vessel 
traffic and outlined how they would be carrying out a navigational risk assessment. 
Attendees were then asked to provide information on their understanding of how the 
marine space is used by them and those they represent and given the opportunity to 
raise questions.   
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The output of the discussions from the workshop have been considered with various 
other inputs, such as marine traffic surveys, when assessing impacts within the EIAR.   
 

5.5 Autumn 2020 Public Consultation 
 
Due to Covid19 the public exhibitions had to be delivered virtually with an online 
consultation room held on the project website. The external collateral consisted of two 
items. The first was an interactive photomontage viewer displaying both a 240m 
maximum height turbine layout (61 turbines) and 308m maximum height turbine layout 
(45 turbines) from seven key layouts across the Dublin and Wicklow coastline. These 
turbines sizes were chosen based on the best guess of what the available technology 
would be on the market at the time of construction. The viewer allowed users to rotate 
360⁰ from their chosen viewpoint to give a realistic representation of what the wind 
farm could look like for the different turbine height options. Instructions on how to use 
the viewer were provided before accessing the interactive images. 
 
Figure 6 Virtual Exhibition Room 

 
 

 
 
Figure 7 Virtual Exhibition Room – Photomontage viewer 
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The second tool was an interactive poll. This was created to gain the feedback and 
opinions of as many stakeholders in the Dublin and Wicklow geotargeted area as 
possible, with a focus on identifying data-driven decisions that align the Dublin Array 
project with community priorities.  
 

5.5.1 Consultation Activities 

 
Figure 8 Website Homepage Access to Online Exhibition 

 
 
Notifications were sent to local elected representatives and community groups (via the 
Public Participation Networks in Wicklow, Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown, Fingal and Dublin 
City and with direct notifications to individual community groups registered on the 
project stakeholder database) across Dublin and Wicklow over the first three days after 
the consultation was launched.  
 
Statutory and non-statutory consultees also received either postal or email notifications 
detailing where on the consultation portal to find the Environmental Impact Assessment 
(EIA) Scoping report, which they were invited to comment on. The list of these consultees 
is included in Appendix 2.  
 

5.5.2 Additional Outreach 

 
As well as engaging the public through advertising, significant direct outreach was 
undertaken with key local stakeholders and groups. This included meetings and 
correspondence with local councillors, TDs, numerous statutory bodies, local county 
councils, tourism bodies, local community groups, environmental NGOs, marine 
recreation and safety bodies and business representatives such as Chambers of 
Commerce. Dublin Array will be continuing this direct outreach throughout the project’s 
development. Appendix 3 contains details of the majority of meetings held since 2020. 
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5.5.3 Publicising the Public Consultation 

 
The first step of publicising the event to ensure as many people engaged with it as 
possible was to launch an advertising campaign, which began on October 7th. The goal 
of this campaign was to reach members of the public in the most relevant geographic 
areas for the project, i.e. Dublin and Wicklow. During the 6.5-week consultation period, 
several advertisements published in local newspapers, as shown in Table 4 below. The 
newspapers chosen were the Bray People, Wicklow People and Dublin Gazette. The Bray 
and Wicklow People have a wide readership in Wicklow and were chosen for this reason. 
The Dublin Gazette was chosen as it is a free newspaper across Dublin with an 
estimated readership of 230,000. While the Dublin Gazette halted deliveries for several 
months during Covid19, deliveries had re-commenced before the Dublin Array 
consultation launch and continued throughout the consultation period. In addition to the 
printed version, an online version of the Dublin Gazette was also available. 
 
Table 4 Consultation Advertisements  

Newspaper Dates 
Bray People - 7th October 2020 

- 14th October 2020 
- 4th November 2020 
- 11th November 2020 
- 18th November 2020 

Wicklow People - 7th October 2020 
- 14th October 2020 
- 4th November 2020 
- 11th November 2020 
- 18th November 2020 

Dublin Gazette - 8th October 2020 
- 15th October 2020 
- 5th November 2020 
- 12th November 2020 
- 19th November 2020 

 
 
There was also both local and national media engagement, with two national radio 
interviews and articles in national newspapers. The full list of identified media coverage is 
included in Table 5 below.  
 
Table 5 Key Media Coverage 

Media Outlet Date Info 
1st Project Press Release 
(launch notification) 

7th October 2020 Circulated to local, national 
and international papers 
and energy media outlets 
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Media Outlet Date Info 
Energy outlets launch 
notification 

7th October 2020 Renews, Offshore Wind Biz, 
EVWind, 4COffshore 

Sunday Business Post 11th October 2020 Front page, with full article 
on page 5 

Dublin People 12th October 2020 Newspaper article  
Wicklow People 14th October 2020 Newspaper article 
Bray People 14th October 2020 Newspaper article 
The Irish Times 9th November 2020 Newspaper article 
Newstalk Radio  9th November 2020 Interview with Peter Lefroy, 

Project Director 
RTÉ Radio 1 DriveTime 9th November 2020 Interview with Peter Lefroy, 

Project Director 
NOVA Radio 9th November 2020 Online article 
98FM 9th November 2020 Online article 
KFM Radio 9th November 2020 Online article 
Carlow Nationalist 9th November 2020 Newspaper article 
Afloat.ie 9th November 2020 Online article 
DE24 9th November 2020 Online article 
Dublin Live 9th November 2020 Online article 
The Irish Sun 9th November 2020 Newspaper article 
2nd Project Press Release 
(one week left) 

13th November2020 This was sent to elected 
representatives as well as 
those above 

The Independent 13th November 2020 Online article 
Renews 13th November 2020 Online article 
Afloat.ie 18th November 2020 Online article and podcast 

soundbite 
 
5.5.4 Project Poll 
 
A set of 10 questions were created, and three charities were identified to receive 
donations based on votes of those participating in the poll. The poll was supported by a 
digital advertising campaign, which allowed for wide engagement, with 670,044 
individuals seeing an ad on their social media advertising at least once over the 6.5-
week period. The advertising campaign used a pre-defined geographical target area 
across Dublin and Wicklow within which to serve the advertisements. The target area 
consisted of those living within short driving distance to the coastline, using the M50 and 
N/M11 as the outside border. 
 
 
Figure 9 Geo-Targeted Area Used for Advertisements   
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The poll questions aimed to gauge people’s views on Ireland’s climate mitigation in 
general, as well as their opinions on the Dublin Array project overall and on specific 
areas of the project that could then be incorporated into the project plans, such as 
preferred areas to focus engagement activities and community benefit funds allocation.  
The questions and results can be seen below.  
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Figures 10 – 17: Project Poll Results 
 
The number of people who answered each question is summarised in Table 6. 
 
 
Table 6 Number of GMV Respondents Per Question 

Question Respondents Question Respondents 
1 5,028 6 3,499 
2 3,843 7 3,309 
3 3,642 8 3,233 
4 3,502 9 3,282 
5 3,436 10 1,249 

 

5.5.4 Results of Public Consultation Event 2020 

 
Over the 6.5-week consultation period, 5,203 individuals took part in the poll, and 
4,955 people visited the online exhibition via the project website. The availability of the 
platforms 24 hours per day seven days per week from any internet-connected device 
for a period of 6.5 weeks removed some of the traditional barriers to consultation i.e. the 
ability of the public to get to venues at specific times on specific dates.  
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The high-level summary of the poll engagement results, and advertising reach can be 
seen in figure 18 below. There was consistent engagement across the 6.5-week period. 
Voter segmentation was based on people self-identifying, within 5km, where they lived. 
This was an optional question which not all respondents answered. In total 30,525 
questions were answered. Of the 1,249 free text answers, a number were NA (e.g. 
response to ‘do you have any feedback’ of no). The remaining 818 were constructive 
comments that have been analysed and, where appropriate, incorporated into project 
plans, along with all other feedback received via email, phone, in meetings (online and in-
person) and through completed feedback forms.  
 
The full report, which includes engagement metrics and advertising reach, can be found 
in Appendix 5.1. 
 
 
Figure 18 Dublin Array Poll Key Metrics 
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Of the written feedback submitted via email, the feedback form and the poll open 
feedback questions, the results were as follows: 
 

Total Positive Neutral Negative 
970 456 (47%) 438 (45%) 75 (8%) 

 
This feedback does not include specific engagement with the statutory consultees to the 
project. 
 
There were several recurring themes in the feedback received throughout the 
consultation. The full list of themes is included in Table 7 below, with a number of these 
themes discussed in the preceding section. 
 
1 Support for the project (no other feedback) 

There was a significant level of positive support for Dublin Array demonstrated 
throughout this consultation. This does not require any response.  
 
2 Object to the project (no other feedback) 

To allow the team to address any concerns people may have, specific objections need to 
be raised.   
 
3 General project queries 

Many queries were received on general project information throughout the consultation. 
While the answers to the questions raised were already available in the consultation 
information, in future Dublin Array will endeavour to signpost where to find the 
information more clearly. The team will also continue to engage directly and ensure 
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contact details are easy to find so that people can contact the project with any 
concerns.  
 
4 Community Benefits 

Many participants had queries about the makeup and value of a community benefit 
fund.  As a result of the queries, the community benefits page of the website was 
updated several times as more details became available.  
 
5 Job opportunities  

Several participants mentioned they would like to be kept informed of job opportunities. 
As well as encouraging people to subscribe for project updates to ensure they are notified 
of any new job postings, a new dedicated page was added to the project website because 
of this feedback, making it easier for anyone interested to access jobs information.  
 
6 Visual impact queries 

A few concerns were raised around visual impacts. Visualisations of what the wind farm 
may look like from seven different locations were included in the consultation. Following 
feedback from local elected representatives and other community stakeholders after the 
consultation closed, these visualisations were added to the project website to ensure 
24/7 access for anyone who wanted to view them.  
As part of the environmental impact assessment process, a comprehensive assessment 
of the seascape and landscape visual impact assessment of the development has been 
completed and are included in Volume 3, Chapter 15. 
7 Environmental impact concerns 

Several items of feedback were raised concerning the ecological impact of the wind 
farm, such as the impact of noise on marine mammals, construction and operation 
impacts on fish stocks and hazards to birds caused by the turbines. As part of the 
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) process, comprehensive studies and surveys 
were undertaken and are included in Part 1, Volumes 3 & 4 (offshore) and Part 2, 
Volumes 6 & 7 (onshore) of the EIA Report. Feedback received during the consultation 
has been considered in the EIA process. 
 
8 Positivity about the consultation process 

Numerous participants made positive statements regarding the consultation process. 
This demonstrated that they felt involved in the consultation process. The team has 
ensured that all feedback received during all consultation to date is incorporated during 
the EIA process where appropriate, further demonstrating to participants that their 
engagement was meaningful, and encouraging them to continue engaging as the 
project progresses. 
 
9 Desire to be kept informed about the project  
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Many participants confirmed that they would like to be kept informed about the project. 
They were encouraged to sign up to the project updates distribution list, which is used to 
keep people informed of any developments such as public consultation events, job 
opportunities and press releases. There are currently over 800 people signed up to the 
project mailing list. 
 

5.5.6 Impact of Feedback  

 
The feedback and submissions made during the 2020 consultations on the project were 
reviewed by the project team, enabling where feasible incorporate of the feedback into 
project plans as appropriate. This added valuable knowledge and insights to the project. 
 
Feedback category formed through givemyview.com survey service. 
 
 
Table 7 Overview of Feedback Received  

Feedback 
Category  

Description of 
Feedback  

Response to Topics Raised  EIAR Reference  

Visual Effects  Consultation and 
engagement activities 
resulted in feedback 
being received 
highlighting concerns 
about the visual impact 
of the wind farm. While 
many of the 
respondents supported 
renewables and wind 
energy, they felt the 
visual impact was too 
great.  
  
A number asked that the 
wind farm be located 
further out to sea.  

The Dublin Array team made 
clear the multiple reasons why 
the location was chosen, 
including the technological 
restrictions to building fixed 
bottom turbines in very deep 
waters, avoidance of shipping 
lanes, lower construction and 
operational costs and lower 
electrical losses versus further 
from shore locations (which 
result in lower electricity prices 
for the consumer).  

Volume 3, chapter 
15 
Seascape, 
Landscape and 
Visual Impact 
Assessment  

Ecological 
Effects  

A number of people 
raised concerns about 
the effect on local 
ecology (marine 
mammals, fish, birds, 
bats) during the 
construction and 
operation of the wind 
farm.  
  
There were a number of 
suggestions to paint one 

Dublin Array outlined the 
breadth of onshore and offshore 
surveys that have been carried 
out to date and explained the EIA 
process to those who had 
concerns.  
  
All feedback received was 
reviewed by the project team, to 
ensure that they have been 
addressed in the EIAR and NIS as 
appropriate.  

Volume 3 Offshore 
Assessment 
Chapters.  
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Feedback 
Category  

Description of 
Feedback  

Response to Topics Raised  EIAR Reference  

blade black to lessen the 
risk of bird impacts.  

Access to 
visuals  

Feedback received 
included requests for 
access to visualisations 
of the proposed wind 
farm.  

The Dublin Array team were able 
to direct people to the location of 
the visualisation tool that was 
created to provide a realistic 
representation of what the wind 
farm may look like. This tool was 
originally set up to support the 
Autumn 2020 consultation but 
has been added permanently to 
the Dublin Array website 
following feedback from local 
elected representatives and 
members of the public.  
  
In addition, updated 
photomontages will be included 
in the EIAR which have been 
made available on a standalone 
website along with all other 
consent application (planning 
application) documents.  

Volume3 Chapter 
15 Seascape, 
Landscape and 
Visual Assessment  

Impact on 
marine leisure  

Throughout the 
consultation activities, 
some stakeholders 
questioned whether the 
construction or 
operation of the wind 
farm would impact the 
use of the marine area 
for leisure activities 
including; sailing, 
kayaking, diving and 
recreational fishing.  
  
Several stakeholders 
pointed to potential 
positive impacts, such as 
newly identified scuba 
diving sites identified 
during the marine survey 
work, as well as potential 
new reefs being created 
around the turbine 
bases attracting fish 
species.  

There were numerous 
engagements with marine 
leisure representatives 
throughout the consultation and 
engagement, including two 
navigation workshops to which 
all known local marine leisure 
groups were invited.  
  
The project confirmed that they 
will not be implementing any 
exclusion zones around the wind 
farm or individual turbines so do 
not expect any negative impacts 
on recreational activities when 
operational.  
  
During the construction and 
some maintenance activities 
there may be some interruption 
to normal routes, but the project 
will communicate any 
restrictions in advance and 
always endeavour to minimise 
disruption where possible.  

Volume 3 chapters   
3.2,3.15,3.174.3.2-
1 
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Feedback 
Category  

Description of 
Feedback  

Response to Topics Raised  EIAR Reference  

Impact on 
tourism  

Some stakeholders 
raised concerns that the 
project would have a 
negative impact on 
tourism.  

There is no evidence of tourism 
being negatively impacted by 
wind farms.   
  
The project team was happy to 
point out positive impacts of the 
RWE Rampion Wind Farm off the 
coast of Brighton in the UK 
where additional jobs and 
tourism offerings were created 
due to the wind farm, such as 
independent boat tours to the 
wind farm, as well as the creation 
of a visitors’ centre for the wind 
farm in Brighton as an additional 
tourism attraction in the area.  

Volume 3 Chapter 
17 Socio-economic, 
Tourism, Recreation 
and Land Use 

Local supply 
chain and 
jobs  

Throughout the 
consultation queries 
were received from 
people who would like to 
either supply services to 
the project, or secure 
employment at the 
project.   

As a result of these queries, a 
dedicated supplier page was 
added to the project website 
where potential suppliers could 
input their details which were 
then reviewed by the 
procurement team at relevant 
points in the procurement 
process for the project.  
  
A ‘jobs’ page was also added to 
the website where any new 
openings would be advertised.  
  
In responding to enquiries, both 
pages were highlighted, and 
people were encouraged to sign 
up for project updates to be kept 
up to date of any opportunities.   

  
Volume 3 Chapter 
17 Socio-economic, 
Tourism, Recreation 
and Land Use.  

Publicity and 
consultation  

Numerous people 
praised the consultation 
efforts made by the 
project, including the 
project poll and online 
exhibition portal.  
  
A number of people also 
asked for more publicity 
of the project to 
enhance local 
awareness.   

Following the feedback that 
more publicity would be useful, 
the project utilised the website 
distribution list more frequently 
to provide subscribers with 
updates on the project. This 
included the sharing of 
newsletters and copies of press 
releases highlighting key project 
activities. To date over 800 
people have subscribed. Local 
elected representatives, PPNs 
and several other stakeholders 
also received these updated 

  
N/A 
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Feedback 
Category  

Description of 
Feedback  

Response to Topics Raised  EIAR Reference  

directly.  In addition, press 
releases, social media posts and 
advertisements were used to 
highlight key events and 
milestones. 

Youth 
engagement  

Multiple people 
suggested that the 
project target 
engagement with young 
people and consider 
educational outreach.  

In responses to this feedback a 
dedicated ‘educational 
resources’ page has been added 
to the website, highlighting 
information that is available in 
Ireland and at other RWE 
projects.   
  
The project also plans to develop 
an education strategy in 2025 
which will be aimed at young 
people in secondary and tertiary 
education, as well as those who 
are already working in other 
industries. Engagement with 
relevant stakeholders such as 
education, local authority and 
training bodies will form part of 
this outreach.   

Volume 3 Chapter 
17 Socio-economic, 
Tourism, Recreation 
and Land Use. 

Community 
benefits  

Throughout the 
consultation and 
engagement, multiple 
queries were received 
regarding opportunities 
for community benefits.   

Several meetings have since 
been held between local 
stakeholders and Dublin Array’s 
CLO and Community Benefit 
Lead.  At these meetings 
information on how the 
community benefit fund might 
work were shared, but it was also 
made clear that until the T&Cs of 
ORESS1 were published Dublin 
Array cannot commit to 
anything. (Note these were since 
published and Dublin Array was 
successful in the auction, 
committing to €2/MWh for 20 
years).  
  
It was also made clear that when 
the future community benefit 
fund is up and running, that 
where the money is spent will be 
decided by a committee of local 
people and that Dublin Array will 
not be making the decisions on 
how the money should be spent.  
  

 N/A 
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Feedback 
Category  

Description of 
Feedback  

Response to Topics Raised  EIAR Reference  

A dedicated webpage was 
added to the project website 
providing information on the 
community benefit fund. The 
page will be regularly updated as 
more information is available.  
  
In addition, all presentations to 
stakeholders throughout the 
consultation included an 
overview of community benefit 
funds and how they are 
governed. 

Sustainability 
of wind  

Throughout the 
consultation, several 
queries were raised 
about the sustainability 
of the electricity 
resource from the wind 
farm, i.e. what happens 
when the wind doesn’t 
blow?  

The response given outlined that 
the national electricity grid in 
Ireland integrates all the sources 
of electricity generators and 
demand. The national electricity 
transmission system operator, 
EirGrid, are responsible for 
moving electricity around the 
highest voltage network system 
which is the backbone of the 
network.  The system also 
operates with a significant 
amount of back-up which 
enables variations of power 
outputs to be managed. For 
example, coal and gas electricity 
generation plants can suffer 
from 'outages' when they must 
be shut down - sometimes for 
long periods of time. Back-up is 
also constantly required for 
other variations in output, such 
as surges in demand at 
mealtimes and during breaks in 
popular TV programmes.    
  
Regarding a wind farm, 
variations in wind speed are to a 
large extent predictable and 
therefore anticipated changes to 
the output of wind farms can be 
quantified. This means a degree 
of forecasting of potential 
energy generation is possible. 
Therefore, accommodating 
significant amounts of wind 
capacity on the electricity 

Volume 2 Chapter 
2.6  
Appendix 4.3.16-1 
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Feedback 
Category  

Description of 
Feedback  

Response to Topics Raised  EIAR Reference  

system is not expected to pose 
an operational challenge to 
EirGrid, subject to Dublin Array 
meetings EirGrid’s requirements.  
  
EirGrid are also planning to 
connect an increased proportion 
of renewable generation into the 
grid and have submitted 
planning applications for 
facilities including battery 
storage and flexible generation 
to support further integration of 
renewables on the national grid.   

EU minimum 
distance  

Several people claimed 
that many or most EU 
countries do not allow 
wind farms to be built 
closer than 22km/12nm 
from shore and that this 
is best practice. 
Therefore, they felt the 
Dublin Array project 
shouldn’t go ahead.  
  
Many of the submissions 
also proposed that 
floating wind should be 
used instead of fixed 
bottom.  

Dublin Array made clear in 
response to this question that 
the small number of EU 
countries that have such 
restrictions have very different 
seabed conditions. The reality of 
the Irish coastline is that as you 
move further out from shore the 
seabed depth increases very 
quickly, compared to the North 
Sea, for example, which is 
relatively shallow and gently 
sloping. Identifying the right 
location for an offshore wind 
farm required a careful balance 
between many technical, 
environmental and economic 
factors. But one of the most 
critical is the seabed depth at 
any potential location. This is 
why, for example, there is only 
one fixed-bottom offshore 
project planned for the west 
coast of Ireland despite the 
excellent wind conditions. There 
is simply only limited available 
seabed at 60 metres or less. 
  
Floating turbine technology is 
not at a point where it is cost 
effective at a largescale and so 
this technology could not deliver 
the 2030 national goals of 
5GW’s of renewable electricity 
from offshore wind.  
  

 Volume 2 Chapter 
5  Consideration of 
Alternatives 
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5.5.7 2020 Consultation Conclusion 

 
The consultation activities carried out throughout 2020 allowed the Dublin Array team 
to reach a wide range of people across the project area of Wicklow and Dublin, as well as 
across other parts of Ireland, all of whom will benefit from increased levels of renewable 
energy on the electricity grid system.  
 
There was a range of feedback from the Public Consultation that highlighted areas of 
particular interest or concern for the consenting team to be aware of when developing 
the Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR). Table 7 outlines the ways in which 
these topics were addressed at the time of consultation, and where they are addressed 
in the EIAR. 
 
 

6. PHASE 4 - Consultation 2021 and 2022 
Engagement with stakeholders continued throughout 2021 and 2022 with a statutory 
consultation taking place in November 2021 and June 2022 to support a foreshore 
licence application. All communication channels remained open, and the project website 
was regularly updated to ensure information was accessible and any questions could be 
answered. Project updates were also regularly shared, including the first Dublin Array 
newsletter in the summer of 2021. 
 

Feedback 
Category  

Description of 
Feedback  

Response to Topics Raised  EIAR Reference  

The team worked with Wind 
Energy Ireland on an information 
sheet outlining why a 22km 
exclusion zone would not work in 
Ireland and how such a zone 
would mean Ireland could not 
meet its 2030 climate action 
goals.  
  
FAQs were also added to the 
website to address these queries 
providing further information.   

Fishing  Commercial fishermen 
have expressed 
concerns about the 
potential impact on 
current fishing 
practices.  

Dublin Array continue to consult 
with local fishermen in the 
development of the project and 
associated survey activities.  The 
impacts of the proposed 
development on commercial 
fishing activities have been 
addressed in the project EIAR. 

 Volume 3 Chapter 
Commercial 
Fisheries  
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6.1 Website  
 
During 2021 and 2022 the project website was updated as new project information 
became available. Between the 1st of January and the 31st of December 2021, the 
website had 6,453 visitors with a total of 26,275 page views.  
 
Between the 1st of January and the 31st of December 2022, the website had 6,104 
visitors with a total of 22,180 page views.  
 
During this period there was also a brand re-design for Dublin Array to ensure it was 
distinguishable from other offshore wind farm projects with a similar design. An updated 
logo and other design elements were added to the website as well as all new project 
collateral. 
 

6.2 Direct Outreach 
 
Throughout 2021 and 2022 the CLO, FLO and other project team members regularly 
engaged with stakeholders including statutory, non-statutory, community members, 
fishermen and elected representatives.  
 
Numerous meetings were held which enabled the project team to better understand the 
concerns and questions different stakeholder groups had, which could then be 
incorporated into project plans.  
 
The website distribution list was utilised to keep interested parties up to date on project 
news, with over 800 having signed up by the end of 2022.  
 

6.3 Media Engagement  
 
The main direct media engagement was in support of the foreshore licence application. 
Local and national newspaper advertisements were placed at the launch of the 
consultation, and a press release was later released which resulted in coverage in seven 
local newspapers and industry bulletins. An example of media advertisements can be 
found in Appendix 4.  
 

6.4 Foreshore Licence FS007188 Statutory 
Consultation 

 
In addition to the direct outreach throughout 2021, two phases of statutory 
consultation were carried out related to an application for a foreshore licence: the first in 
2021 and the next in 2022. The scope of the Licence included site investigation and 
wind wave and current monitoring to provide information to refine the foundation 
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design, sizing and installation methodology and to finalise offshore cable route and 
landfall detailed design and installation methodology. The Licence also included 
environmental monitoring to collate data on the baseline environment against which to 
monitor change.   
 
The first phase of consultation was held between the 18th of November and 17th of 
December 2021. A second phase of consultation was held between 30th of June 2022 
and the 29th of July 2022, during which the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local 
Governments carried out their screening for Appropriate Assessment, in accordance 
with Article 6(3) of the EU Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC) and Regulation 42(1) of the 
European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011 as amended.  
 
Several steps were undertaken to ensure the public and relevant communities were 
aware that the foreshore licence application had been submitted, including details of 
how they could take part in the statutory consultation process. These included: 
 

6.4.1 Public Notices  

In accordance with requirements for foreshore licence applications, notices were printed 
in national and local newspapers to advise the public about the commencement of the 
consultation phase. Appendix 4 includes copies of these notices: 
 

Newspaper First consultation phase 
Dates of publication 

Second consultation 
phase Dates of 
publication 

The Irish Independent - 18th November 2021 
 

- 30th June 2022 

Dublin Gazette - 18th November 2021 
 

- 30th June 2022 

Bray People 
 

- 17th November 2021 - 29th June 2022 

Wicklow People 
 

- 17th November 2021 - 29th June 2022 

 

6.4.2 Website Update 

Information on the foreshore licence consultations was added to the ‘latest news’ page of 
the project website which is publicly available 24 hours a day.  
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6.4.3 Information Display 

The application details and information on the consultation process were on public 
display at the following 13 locations from 18th November to 17th December 2021 and 
30th June to the 29th July 2022.  

1. Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council, County Hall, Marine Road, Dún 
Laoghaire, Co. Dublin, A96 K6C9  

2. Dublin City Council, Civic Offices, Wood Quay, Dublin 8 
3. Bray Library, Eglinton Road, Bray, Co. Wicklow, A98 W627 
4. Greystones Library, Mill Road, Greystones, Co. Wicklow, A63 KN52 
5. Wicklow Library, The Mall, Main Street, Wicklow Town, Co. Wicklow, A67 X504 
6. Shankill Garda Station, Dorney Court, Shankill, Dublin 18, D18 CD50 
7. Dún Laoghaire Garda Station, Corrig Avenue, Dún Laoghaire, County Dublin, A96 

N299 
8. Blackrock Garda Station, 15 Sweetman’s Avenue, Blackrock, County Dublin, A94 

X660 
9. Clontarf Garda Station, Strandville Avenue East, Clontarf, Dublin 3, D03 FA46 
10. Irishtown Garda Station, Irishtown Road, Irishtown, Dublin 4, D04 YE33 
11. Pearse Street Garda Station,1-6 Pearse Street, Dublin 2, D02 W289 
12. Howth Garda Station, 8 Dunbo Hill, Howth, County Dublin, D13 YR70 (7am-9pm) 
13. Wicklow Garda Station, Bachelor’s Walk, Wicklow, County Wicklow, A67 HK20 

The application documents were provided via a link to the Department of Environment 
and included the details of the consultation process as follows (with additional dates for 
the second round of consultation): 
 
The public were invited to make submission to the Marine Planning and Foreshore 
Section, during the period of between 18 November 2021 and 17 December 2021 
(quoting ref: FS007188) to the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage, 
Foreshore Section, Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage, Newtown 
Road, Wexford, Co. Wexford or foreshoreORE@housing.gov.ie. 
The closing date for submissions was close of business (17.30) on 17th of December 
2021. 
 

6.4.4 Notifications 

 
All local elected representatives (updated from the 2020 public consultation outreach 
where representatives had changed) were contacted by phone by one of the project 
team on the 16th of November 2021 in advance of the statutory consultation period 
launching, and a follow up email with further details was sent to all Dublin and Wicklow 
elected representatives from the five Local Authority areas 
(FCC,DCC,SDCC,DLRCC,WCC). The calls and subsequent emails were made in advance 
of the public advertisement so elected representatives were prepared should any 
constituents contact them regarding the application.   

mailto:foreshoreORE@housing.gov.ie
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6.5 2021 and 2022 Consultation Conclusion 
 
Across the two stages of statutory consultation for Foreshore Licence FS007188 a total 
of 35 public submissions were received by the Department of Housing, Local 
Government and Heritage, as well as from the following prescribed bodies. They were 
also shared with the team preparing the assessments and reports for the Offshore Wind 
Farm Development Consent application so that information of relevance to that 
application which was provided by consultees could be incorporated. Reponses were 
submitted by the project team via letters to the Department.  
 

• Marine Survey Office 
• Wicklow County Council 
• Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and the Marine 
• Marine Institute 
• Development Application Unit, Dept of Culture, Heritage & the Gaeltacht 
• Dublin City Council 
• Inland Fisheries Ireland 
• Commissioners of Irish Lights 
• Marine Planning and Foreshore Unit, Department of Housing, Planning & Local 

Government (3 submissions from different sections) 

The feedback received during the statutory consultations, as well as that from direct 
outreach including meetings, emails and phone enquiries, was shared with the 
consenting team for incorporation into the EIAR, where appropriate.  
 

 
Figure 19 One of the Public Consultation Events in Bray 

 

7. PHASE 5 - Consultation 2023 
In 2023 the second largescale Public Consultation was held between the 26th of 
January and 31st of March. The purpose of the consultation was to update local 
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communities, the public, public representatives and other interested stakeholders on the 
latest project plans, including emerging preferred onshore cable routing details. This 
was the first Public Consultation that included in-person information days as there were 
no longer Covid-19 restrictions in place at that time. 
 

 
Figure 20 One of the DART station billboard posters at coastal stations from Howth to 
Greystones  
 
There were 8 in-person consultation events where members of the public could come 
without pre-booking at six locations; 
 

o Thursday, January 26th, Royal Marine Hotel, Dun Laoghaire, Co Dublin, 2pm - 
9pm 

o Wednesday, February 1st, Little Flower Hall, Main St, Bray, Co Wicklow, 2pm - 9pm 
o Saturday, February 4th, Little Flower Hall, Main St, Bray, Co Wicklow, 9am - 1pm 
o Wednesday, February 22nd, Greystones Rugby Club, Greystones, Co Wicklow, 

2pm - 9pm 
o Thursday, March 2nd, Fitzpatrick Castle Hotel, Killiney, Co Dublin, 2pm - 9pm 
o Tuesday, March 7th, Clayton Hotel, Leopardstown, Co Dublin, 2pm - 9pm 
o Saturday, March 11th, Clayton Hotel, Leopardstown, Co Dublin, 9am – 1pm 
o Marine Hotel, Sutton, 29th March, 2pm – 9pm 

 

There was also ongoing engagement with statutory consultees, elected representatives, 
commercial fishers, members of the community and other identified stakeholders 
throughout the year.  
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7.1 Website  
 
During 2023 the project website was periodically updated with project information and 
updates. During the Public Consultation, a link to the online consultation portal was 
added to the website homepage in addition to the webinar presentations. Following the 
completion of the public consultation, a page was added with the information displayed 
during the consultation period.  
 
Between the 1st of January and the 31st of December, the website had 15,122 visitors 
with a total of 25,343 page views. Of these, 3.440 users visited during the public 
consultation period of 26th January and 3rd of April.  

 

7.2 Direct Outreach 
 
All elected representatives were contacted by email and the Project Director contacted 
TDs in the Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown so they were prepared should any constituents 
contact them regarding the consultation.  Public representatives were invited to attend 
the consultations events, and this offer was taken up by a few councillors and a TD.  
 
Throughout 2023 regular meetings were offered to local elected representatives and 
community groups, and the External Affairs Manager and Community Liaison Officer 
(CLO) were available to contact and set up and lead meetings. Several meetings were 
held throughout the year including with the Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council 
management team, the Wicklow County Council management team, Bray Municipal 
Council, County Councillors from the Green, Labour, and Fine Gael parties as well as 
community groups. Representatives from the supply chain were also encouraged to 
contact the project team and numerous meetings were arranged with relevant team 
members. 
 
The Dublin Array website has a booking form on its homepage where people can request 
a specific time for a call back to discuss the project. Where their preferred time is not 
available, an alternative time is agreed. Contact details for the Dublin Array External 
Affairs Manager and CLO are also available on the website. 
 
Members of the project team also attended numerous events at which they were 
available to speak with other attendees including: 

- Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council Climate Action Plan public 
consultations;  

o 3rd October 2023, Parish Pastoral Centre, Main Street, Dundrum, Co. 
Dublin. 

o 10th October 2023, The Assembly Hall, Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown County 
Council County Hall, Marine Road, Dún Laoghaire, Co. Dublin. 
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- Wind Energy Ireland Trade Show 2023 (RWE were a strategic partner), 11th – 12th 
October 2023, Sport Ireland National Indoor Arena, Blanchardstown, Dublin. 

- Dublin Array Supplier Engagement Day, 20th September 2023, Royal Marine 
Hotel Dún Laoghaire, Co. Dublin 

- Wind Energy Ireland Annual Offshore Conference. 
- Portmarnock Community School Careers Expo, 1st December 2023, 

Portmarnock, Dublin. 

Two Dublin Array project newsletters were issued in 2023. One in January of 2023 
provided details in relation to the upcoming public consultation. The second newsletter 
was then issued in September 2023 which gave an update on the associated timelines 
of the project and a summary of the public consultation campaign. 
 

7.3 Media Engagement  
 
Extensive media campaign took place for the second round of Public Consultation which 
included an advertising campaign, press releases and broadcast interviews, there were 
several other examples of media engagement in 2023, please see Appendix 4. 

7.4 Public Online Webinar Event 
 
As part of our engagement, we held an online webinar on 8th of February taking place via 
Zoom from 7pm to 8pm.  The webinar consisted of presented slides covering the 
themes of the exhibition followed by a questions and answers sessions which allowed 
attendees to ask questions directly to the team.  
 
 
 
The Project Team online to present the project: 

 

Name 
 
Role 

Peter Lefroy Project Director 

Paul Kelly Senior Consents Manager 

John Lowry Engineering Manager 

Gillian Moore Offshore Consents Manager 

Emma Gilleece Community Liaison Officer 

Table 8 Webinar Presenters 
 
Some of the *issues rained during Q and A, were the following: 

• Are the blades recyclable?  
• Environmental surveys on seabirds and mammals 
• Impact on tourism 
• Does energy generation happen during times of low wind speeds? 
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• Job creation 
 

Any questions that could not be answered due to time constraints were responded to by 
email. The presentations were recorded and were uploaded onto the Dublin Array 
website and YouTube channel for the benefit of those who could not attend while it was 
streamed. A LinkedIn and Twitter account were set up to increase project reach via 
social media.  
 

7.5 Information Display 
 
To publicise the public consultation, an advertising strategy including national and local 
print media, radio, social media bus shelter and DART station posters was launched. 
These were launched shortly before the consultation went live and were continued 
throughout the nine-week consultation period. Details of the advertising campaign can 
be seen in Appendix 4. 
 
Elected representatives, community groups via Public Participation Networks and 
subscribers to the Dublin Array website project updates list received details of the online 
and in-person events at the launch of the consultation period. 
 
The material available for review included three monitors showing the cable route (also 
made available in print form) and photomontages of; the view today, the view at the 
lowest turbine range and the view at the upper end of the turbine range. a range of views 
along the Dublin and Wicklow coast which a range of three scenarios 35 exhibition 
boards covering the following 22 topics as well as an updated online visualisation tool. 
These as well as the 2020 consultation materials are available to view on the Dublin 
Array website at: https://dublinarray.com/consultation/ and in Appendix 6; 
 
 
01 What is Dublin Array? 
02 Why the Kish and Bray Banks? 
03 Why is Dublin Array important? 
04 Project Development 
05 Offshore Wind Electricity 
06 How will Dublin Array be constructed Offshore? 
07 What Onshore Infrastructure is required? 
08 Substation 
09 Cable Route Options 
10 Onshore Environmental Assessment 
11 Environmental Impact Assessment 
12 Physical Processes 
13 Benthic (‘Seafloor’) Ecology 
14 Birds 

https://dublinarray.com/consultation/
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15 Marine Mammals 
16 Visual Impact Assessment 
17 Marine Archaeology 
18 Marine Users 
19 Dublin Array Community Benefit Fund 
20 Opportunities for Business 
21 Operations and Maintenance 
22 Engagement and Feedback 
 
 
Figure 21 Virtual Exhibition Room 

 
 

 
Figure 22 Virtual Exhibition Room – Photomontage viewer 
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7.6 Results of Public Consultation Events 2023  
 
Across all methods of engagement 4,551 people participated in the public consultation. 
This included visitors to the virtual consultation room and website, webinar subscribers 
and in-person attendees at the eight public information events across Dublin and 
Wicklow. 
 

 
Similar recurring themes to the 2020 public consultation were noted, and included the 
following: 

• General support for the project (with no further comments) 
• Support because view project as necessary, but see some negatives such as 

potential biodiversity impacts 
• Object to the project due to the perceived visual impact 
• Proximity to shore 
• Preference for floating wind 
• Queries around impacts on birds 
• Queries around impacts on marine mammals 
• Queries around impacts on benthic ecology (i.e. seabed) 
• Concerns around noise from turbines 
• Concerns around coastal erosion  
• Queries about the impact of onshore works and any disruption, including noise 
• Queries around onshore route 
• Technical queries (cable type, turbine type, substation details) 
• Queries around job opportunities 
• Queries around community benefit fund (CBF) opportunities 

The key themes and any specific queries relating to the Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) were integrated into the environmental impact assessment process.   
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7.7 Impact of Feedback 
 
The feedback and submissions made during the 2023 consultations on the project were 
reviewed by the project team, enabling where feasible incorporation of the feedback into 
project plans as appropriate. This added valuable knowledge and insights to the project. 
 
The feedback category has been formed through givemyview.com survey service. 
 
Table 9 Overview of Feedback Received 2023 
 

Feedback 
Categories 

Specific issues (if any)  Response to topics raised  EIAR 
Reference  

Visual Effects  Objections due to not 
liking how the wind farm 
would look. Many said 
they supported offshore 
wind but wanted it 
somewhere else.  

Team provided visuals of what the wind farm 
may look like. There will be visual impact, and 
we want to ensure people are able to see 
realistic visuals as early as possible. 
Visualisation tool from 2020 and 2023 
public consultation are available on the 
website. Team also outlined the reasons the 
site was chosen as an ideal location for an 
offshore wind farm.  

 Volume 3 
Chapter 
3.15 
Seascape, 
Landscape 
and Visual 
Impact 
Assessment 

Preference for 
floating / 
Proximity to 
shore 

 Many people said they 
are pro ORE but not if 
they can see it, and that 
floating ORE can deliver 
the 2030 targets.  

It is not possible for floating technology to 
deliver ORE needed to attempt to meet the 
2030 national goals as it is still a very new 
technology with the largest site at the time of 
the consultation being Kincardine, which has 
a capacity of 50MW. Dublin Array’s capacity 
will be up to 824MW. This is due to the fixed 
bottom industry being over 20 years’ old and 
a proven, tested and efficient technology.  

 Volume 3 
Chapter 
3.15 
Seascape, 
Landscape 
and Visual 
Impact 
Assessment 

Impacts on 
birds  

Some general concerns 
raised, as well as the 
following being 
mentioned specifically:  

- Kittiwakes  
- Shags  
- Brent geese  
- Redwing   

Team members outlined the range of bird 
surveys and published data that is being 
reviewed, and that there will be a section of 
the EIAR dedicated to this very topic.   

 Volume 3 
Chapter 3.6 
Offshore 
and 
Intertidal 
Ornithology  

Impact on 
marine 
mammals  

Some general concerns 
raised, mostly related to 
noise disturbance during 
construction. The 
following animals were 
mentioned specifically:  

- Dolphins  
- Seals  

Team members outlined the range of marine 
mammal surveys and published data that is 
being reviewed, the mitigation measures that 
will be in place during construction such as 
the presence of an MMO, and that there will 
be a section of the EIAR dedicated to this very 
topic.   

 Volume 3 
Chapter 3.5 
Fish and 
Shellfish  
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Feedback 
Categories 

Specific issues (if any)  Response to topics raised  EIAR 
Reference  

Impact on 
benthic 
ecology  

Some queries around 
impact of the wind farm 
on the seabed were 
raised.   
 
General concern for the 
issue of sandbanks 

Team members outlined the range of surveys 
and published data that is being reviewed, 
and that there will be a section of the EIAR 
dedicated to this very topic.   

Volume 3 
Chapter   
3.3 Benthic 
and 
Subtidal 
and 
Intertidal 
Ecology  

Onshore route 
selection  

Questions were raised 
around why 
Shanganagh Cliffs was 
chosen for landfall as 
well as general queries 
around onshore cable 
route selection process.  

Team members outlined the site selection 
process for a suitable landfall location along 
the extent of the coastline from Killiney Hill to 
Bray harbour. Team members discussed the 
parameters required to identify a suitable 
area of greenspace along the coast with 
suitable access for and an appropriate land-
use zoning policy. Technical feasibility, socio-
economic impact and environmental impacts 
were all considered in the identification of the 
landfall locations.  
  
Team members went through the 
consultation boards and maps to explain the 
onshore cable route selection process and 
the output of the assessment. Consultation 
with the local authority, EirGrid, landowners 
and other service providers were 
incorporated into the assessment. This was 
communicated to all.  

Volume 2 
Chapter  
2.5 
Considerati
ons of 
Alternatives 
and  
2.6 Project 
Description  

Noise from 
turbines  

Some concerns that 
noise from the turbines 
would be heard 
onshore.  

Team confirmed the wind turbines would not 
be audible from shore over baseline noise 
levels.   

Volume 3 
Chapter   
3.16 Noise 
and 
Vibration 
(Terrestrial 
Receptors) 

Concerns 
around 
coastal 
erosion  

Some queries and 
concerns raised that the 
wind farm would 
increase the rate of 
coastal erosion at 
Shanganagh Cliffs  

The team confirmed installation of the 
offshore export cables from land will use a 
trenchless (below ground) technology to firstly 
install two ducts, with the offshore export 
cables subsequently pulled through using a  
winch (a device used to pull cables).  
Using trenchless technology will mean that 
there will be no works impeding on the cliffs or 
at the intertidal area beneath them.  

Volume 2 
Chapter 2.6 
Project 
Description  

Onshore 
works  

Queries were raised 
about the onshore 
works, including:  
 

• Duration 

The team outlined current known details 
about onshore construction, such as a 
construction timeframe of 2.5 years, that 
there will be two circuits, that the offshore 
and onshore cables are joined at the TJB and 

 Volume 2 
Chapter 2.6  
Project 
Description  
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Feedback 
Categories 

Specific issues (if any)  Response to topics raised  EIAR 
Reference  

• Number of cables 
• Construction 

methodology 
• Proposed export 

cable corridor  

that there would be a traffic management 
plan which would be consulted on locally, but 
noted many specific details cannot be fully 
addressed in advance of a detailed design 
process.  
 
A section of the emerging preferred onshore 
cable route was revised following important 
feedback from residents during this 
consultation campaign. This was captured in 
the project information brochure that was 
distributed in 2024 to residents along the 
onshore cable route.   

Technical 
queries  • Turbines  

• Foundations  
• Substation 

(offshore)  
• Substation 

(onshore)  
• Blades (are they 

recyclable)  

Several specific technical queries were 
received. Where answers were available 
these were shared, but as the turbine type, 
foundation type and offshore substation 
plans and designs are not yet finalised, 
estimates were provided for many of the 
queries received. The Crown Estate’s Guide to 
Offshore Wind was also shared in response to 
some written queries guide-to-offshore-
wind-farm-2019.pdf (thecrownestate.co.uk) 
to facilitate understanding of the concepts 
and terminology associated with offshore 
wind farms and their development.  

 Volume 2 
Chapter 2.6  
Project 
Description 

Job 
opportunities  • Do we do 

internships/grad/
training?  

• How many jobs 
at O&M base?  

• Will Irish people 
get the jobs?  

Team outlined estimates of job creation 
during construction (c. 1,000) and operation 
(c. 80 FTE). The team added that internship 
and graduate programmes will play a part in 
future recruitment strategies for the Dublin 
Array wind farm. 
 
Team also directed people to the RWE 
website for information on available job 
openings and graduate opportunities.   

Volume 3 
Chapter   
3.17 Socio-
economic, 
Tourism, 
Recreation 
and Land 
Use 

Community 
Benefit Fund 
opportunities  

• Size of fund?  
• When available?  
• Who can apply?  

Team outlined that the fund would be 
€2/MWh and that funds would become 
available from Commercial Operation Date 
(COD) of the project. Update: Following the 
project’s success in ORESS1 this is 
confirmed, with the fund being circa. €6.5m 
per annum for 20 years. There will be an 
element of funding made available from the 
commencement of construction. The team 
added that the Community Benefit Fund 
Committee once incorporated will be 
responsible for the management of the fund.  

 N/A 

https://www.thecrownestate.co.uk/media/2860/guide-to-offshore-wind-farm-2019.pdf
https://www.thecrownestate.co.uk/media/2860/guide-to-offshore-wind-farm-2019.pdf


 

Page 60 of 165 
 

Feedback 
Categories 

Specific issues (if any)  Response to topics raised  EIAR 
Reference  

Site selection 
concerns  • Corrupt planning 

system  
• Developer 

chosen – no 
government 
input  

• “Support ORE” 
but not 
here/wrong 
location  

• Developer just 
handed planning 
permission with 
no consultation.  

• Area of 
conservation.  

Team reiterated that we do not yet have 
planning permission and will be applying for a 
development consent (planning permission) 
to An Bord Pleanála. At that time people can 
submit views, objections or letters of 
support.   
 
The site was selected as it is close to the 
largest electricity demand hub in the country 
that to date has no largescale renewable 
energy production. It also avoids busy 
shipping lanes by being along the sandbanks 
which are navigational hazards. Its proximity 
to shore reduces the length of cable, and the 
distance maintenance vessels need to travel, 
reducing its carbon footprint. The wind farm 
array is not in an SAC or SPA.  

 Volume 2 
Chapter 2.5 
Selection of 
Alternatives  

Impact on 
marine 
recreation  

• Queries around 
exclusions zones 
and any impacts 
on sailing and 
rowing  

• Concerns for 
swimming during 
construction 
phase  

Team confirmed the project would not be 
imposing any exclusion zones once the wind 
farm is operational. During the construction 
and for maintenance activities there may be 
some interruption to normal routes, but the 
project will liaise with any effected groups in 
advance to agree a strategy.  

Volume 3 
Chapter   
3.17 Socio-
economic, 
Tourism, 
Recreation 
and Land 
Use 

Project 
ownership  • Do RWE fully 

own?   
• Will RWE fully 

own?  
• Will all profits go 

to Germany?   
• Why not owned 

by Irish 
government?  

Team confirmed Dublin Array is a 50:50 joint 
venture between Saorgus Energy Ltd, the 
original developer of the project, and RWE 
who became lead developer when they 
bought into the project in 2019 (as then 
innogy).  
The project will bring economic benefit to 
Ireland through job creation, rates paid, the 
multi-million-euro annual Community Benefit 
Fund (CBF). The project must also create 
profit for the developers as without this the 
project would not be built. RWE are the 
world’s second largest developer of offshore 
wind and bring that experience to Ireland. The 
Irish government do not have any experience 
or expertise in building largescale offshore 
wind farm infrastructure and so would not be 
an appropriate developer. The project will 
also have an expected capital investment of 

 N/A 
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Feedback 
Categories 

Specific issues (if any)  Response to topics raised  EIAR 
Reference  

over €2bn which would need to be funded by 
Irish taxpayers if the government were the 
developer.  

Health 
concerns  • Noise  

• Shadow flicker  
• EMF  

Team confirmed shadow flicker, and noise 
will not be an issue onshore as the turbines 
will be located approximately 10km offshore. 
The EMF from the buried electricity cables 
onshore is extremely low frequency, like 
electric household appliances e.g. laptops. 3  

Volume 3,  
Chapter 3.16 
Noise and 
Vibration,  
Chapter 3.19 
Major 
Accidents and 
Disasters 

Impacts on 
fishers  

Several people raised 
concerns about 
negative impacts on 
fishers  

Dublin Array has been engaging with fishers 
for several years to try and find the best route 
to co-existence. During survey work and 
construction, the team will inform fishers in 
advance of the locations and co-ordinate, 
where possible, to reduce any negative 
impact.  

 Volume 3 
Chapter 9 
Commercia
l Fisheries  

Planning 
Concerns  

Concerns whether An 
Bord Pleanála is fit for 
purpose – if they are 
resourced to consider 
our planning application. 
Why does it take so long 
to consent an offshore 
wind farm when we have 
to reach net zero 
targets.  
How can the public 
ensure that the 
environmental studies 
by the consortium will be 
rigorously challenged by 
the planning process?  
  

 An Bord Pleanála is the statutory body 
appointed for making decision on planning 
applications for large scale strategic 
infrastructure projects such as Dublin Array.  
The resourcing of An Bord Pleanála is not a 
matter over which the team have any direct 
influence but are supportive of an 
appropriately resourced consenting authority 
as it leads to more effective and timely 
decision making. 

 N/A 

Impact on 
tourism  

Has the visual impact 
been considered in 
relation to cruise 
ships/ferries  

We recognise the importance of tourism to 
the coastal communities close to the wind 
farm site and will assess potential effects as 
part of our wider programme of 
environmental assessment. The UK's first 
commercial wind farm at Delabole 
constructed a visitors' centre, which received 
350,000 visitors in its first ten years of 
operation and a MORI poll in Scotland 
showed that 80% of tourists would be 
interested in visiting a wind farm. 

 3.17 
Volume 3 
Chapter   
3.17 Socio-
economic, 
Tourism, 
Recreation 
and Land 
Use 

Decommissio
ning  

Why the wind farm 
needs to be 
decommissioned after 
many years? Is it not the 
question of updating or 

 The Maritime Area Consents issued for the 
project (the legal right to occupy the seabed 
once planning permission is secured) require 
the project to be decommissioned at the end 
of the lifetime of the consent – 45 years. 

Volume 7.2 
Decommiss
ioning and 
Aftercare 
Plan  
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Feedback 
Categories 

Specific issues (if any)  Response to topics raised  EIAR 
Reference  

modernising the wind 
farm? If decommission 
does take place say in 
50 years' time, what will 
replace the clean 
electricity come from 
the wind farm?  

Archaeology  How will UXO be found 
and managed in these 
areas?  

UXO encountering and the associated 
actions to be taken in the event of such is 
described in the Project Description.  

 Volume 2 
Chapter 2.6 
Project 
Description 

Substation  Does the existing 
Carrickmines substation 
and the local grid 
network need upgrading 
prior to energisation of 
the Dublin Array? Or is it 
ready for the wind farm 
export?  

 The Carrickmines 220 kV substation where 
Dublin Array is proposed to connect to the 
existing electricity transmission network has 
sufficient capacity to receive the electricity 
generated by Dublin Array.  The connection 
of Dublin Array to the network is a regulated 
and strictly controlled process administered 
EirGrid – the national electricity transmission 
system operator. 

 Volume 2 
Chapter 2.6 
Project 
Description 

7.8 Industry Engagement  
 
Throughout 2023 the Dublin Array team undertook more direct outreach and 
engagement with the Irish supply chain than had been done to date. This included 
running the project’s first Supplier Engagement Day on 20th September in the Royal 
Marine hotel in Dún Laoghaire. This was the first event of its kind for the offshore 
industry in Ireland and attracted nearly 100 delegates. Minister Ossian Smyth delivered 
the keynote address and several presentations from representatives from RWE, 
Enterprise Ireland, Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council and three Irish companies 
already working in offshore wind.  
 
In addition, RWE were a strategic partner for Wind Energy Ireland’s first Trade Show on 
October 11th and 12th. The event brought together Ireland’s growing domestic supply 
chain, key players in the global wind energy industry, and showcased Irish and 
international research. There were over 1,000 delegates and nearly 100 speakers 
across two stages including the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment, Simon 
Coveney, as well as RWE’s Peter Lefroy who took part in the opening panel discussion on 
Day 1. 
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8. Phase 6 - 2024 Public Information Campaign 

8.1 Direct Outreach 
 
Project Information Campaign 2024 – As part of this external engagement campaign the 
following tasks were completed: 
 

- Direct and indirect engagement with locally elected representatives along the 
proposed export cable corridor and operations & maintenance base. 

- Direct and indirect engagement with nationally elected representatives along the 
proposed export cable corridor and operations and maintenance base. 

- Delivery of project information brochure to homes and businesses adjacent to the 
proposed landfall location and along the proposed export cable corridor ‘’RWE 
Renewables Ireland Dublin Array Offshore Windfarm Onshore Electrical System 
(OES) & Associated Engineering Works’’. 

- Extensive engagement post brochure delivery, directly with members of the public, 
elected representatives and community groups. 

- Direct engagement with other key stakeholders as per appendix 3. 

 
Proactive engagement with elected representatives and community groups in advance 
of the 2024 offshore survey campaign to ensure advance notification was given to all 
local stakeholders regarding the upcoming survey work. 
 
A ‘’New Year’s Newsletter’’ was issued to all subscribers in January 2025 providing details 
and updates on all activities that took place over 2024. 
 
A Dublin Array project update was included in the DLRCC Public Participation Network 
(PPN) and Dún Laoghaire Central Residents’ Association (DLCRA) end of year 
newsletters for 2024. 
 
 

 

8.2 Website 
 
During 2024 the project website was periodically updated with the most up to date  
project information and latest news articles. Quarterly updates of the website took place 
in 2024 with eight ‘’latest news’’ articles being published during 2024. 
 
The project information brochure was uploaded in August 2024 to the homepage of the 
Dublin Array website and is viewable online or downloadable. 
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A RWE case study titled ‘’Dublin Array Offshore Windfarm – ‘’2024 Offshore Surveying 
Campaign’’ was also uploaded to the Dublin Array website in December 2024.  
 
An opinion piece ‘’Shaping the Cluster Landscape for Supply Chain Success’’ was 
uploaded to the website in November 2024, aligning with the RWE hosted roundtable at 
the 2024 Wind Energy Ireland Trade Show focusing on the need for marine cluster 
development in support of the offshore wind sector. 
 
The Dublin Array website continues to have a booking form on its homepage where 
members of the public can request a specific time for a call back and/or meeting to 
discuss the project.  
 
Between the 1st of January and the 31st of December 2024, the website had 7,184 
visitors with a total of 52,285 page views. 
 

 

8.3 Media Engagement 
 
Press releases issued in 2024 covered topics such as, the successful recruitment of a new 
Project Director, careers opportunities, opinion pieces (marine clusters & supply chain) 
and industry events. 
 
The Dublin Array X (formerly Twitter) and LinkedIn accounts were active throughout the 
year and provided project updates and news to 1200 and 990 followers and connections 
respectively. 
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In December 2024 a video asset was produced and posted on social media channels and 
the Dublin Array website in order to illustrate the 2024 offshore survey works that took 
place over the Summer months. 

 

8.4 Industry Engagement 
 
Dublin Array held its first Skills Event on 24th October 2024 in the Royal Marine Hotel, Dún 
Laoghaire with 40 invited attendees representing key stakeholders from the Irish supply 
chain, other ORESS 1 projects and the offshore renewables skills industry.  
 
Throughout 2024 we continued to engage with the wider renewables energy industry and 
interested parties in Ireland through such activities as; 
 

- The 2024 Wind Energy Ireland (WEI) National Offshore Conference took place 
January 30th-31st in Dublin. 2024. Dublin Array Project Director Vanessa O’ 
Connell presented 'Taking Stock on Phase 1' on the successes and challenges 
facing Dublin Array as an ORESS-1 offshore project. 
 

- Co-sponsorship of a Women in Infrastructure (WIN) event in Trinity College on the 
July 24th, 2024.  "Climate Justice - That time is now" in conversation with Mary 
Robinson - first woman President of Ireland, former UN High Commissioner for 
Human Rights, Chair of The Elders, and Co-Founder, Project Dandelion.  

 
- The Dublin Array Offshore Wind, People & Skills in the Supply Chain Workshop on 

October 24th, 2024. Around 40 representatives from industry, government and 
educational institutions came together to share insights on how Ireland can better 
support the offshore wind supply chain. Minister Ossian Smyth (TD) provided the 
key-note address, with Skillnet Ireland playing a central role in the delivery of the 
workshop also. 

 
- RWE proudly sponsored the Wind Energy Trade Show 2024, supporting Ireland’s 

path to carbon neutrality. The Dublin Array team promoted RWE’s expanding role 
in delivering Ireland’s renewable energy ambitions. The team also took a 
leadership role in hosting the marine cluster development roundtable event of key 
stakeholder.  Dublin Array Project Director Vanessa O’Connell joined a keynote 
panel on ‘’Ireland’s energy independence journey’’. 

 
- ‘’Preparing for Offshore Wind’’ event hosted by Wicklow County Council took place 

on the 26th of November in Clermont House, Rathnew, Co. Wicklow. Dublin Array 
representation included two guest speakers and a Dublin Array stand.  

-  
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- 9. Conclusion 
Consultation and engagement are an important part of the development of any 
infrastructure project. As demonstrated by this report, there has been extensive 
engagement and consultation throughout the development of this project by RWE (the 
applicant for development permission).  
 
The two largescale Public Consultation events in 2020 and 2023 attracted over 5,000 
and 4,000 participants respectively, with hundreds of direct notifications going out at 
their launch. Regular press releases, project newsletters and other project updates were 
also issued throughout the development to the project’s website subscribers, which at 
the time of writing stands at over 800 people. 
 
The project team have participated in meetings with elected representatives, local 
authorities, statutory bodies, community groups, marine recreation representatives, 
Public Participation Networks, business representatives and skills representatives 
regularly and will continue to do so as the project continues. Team members have also 
participated in events such as local authority public consultations, school careers fairs, 
and industry events such as the Supplier Engagement Day and the People and Skills in 
the Supply Chain workshop to further engage with stakeholders. 
 
Throughout all engagement events, ensuring information was accessible and 
meaningful was a priority, with project information being available in different formats 
(e.g. online, printed, in-person exhibition boards) and the team being contactable by 
email, phone or post.  
 
The engagement and consultation undertaken to date has been a key part of the 
development activities for the project, providing opportunities for members of the 
community and other interested stakeholders to provide feedback to the project team. 
This feedback, where appropriate, has been incorporated into project plans, with tables 
7 and 9 in this report highlighting the relevant sections of the Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) Report accompanying the planning application for Dublin Array that 
addresses the issues and themes that were raised. 
 
Dublin Array is committed to ongoing consultation and the project team will continue to 
provide structured consultation phases as the project progresses through its pre-
construction, construction and operational phases. Thank you to all the individuals, 
groups and organisations who engaged with the Dublin Array project team as the 
project has developed to date. 
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Appendices 

Appendix 1: Navigation Workshop Consultees 
 

Organisation 
Dublin Bay Cruises  
Go Sailing  
East Coast Rowing Council 
Irish Sailing Association 
Irish Federation of Sea Anglers (Leinster Council) 
Irish Sea Kayaking Association 
East Coast Sea Kayaking Club  
RNLI Dún Laoghaire 
RNLI Wicklow  
Irish Water Safety 
Bray Harbour Mooring Holders’ Association 
Bray Rowing Club 
Bray Sailing Club  
Bray Head Fishing & Social Club 
Bray Sea Scouts  
Clontarf Yacht & Boat Club  
Dalkey Rowing Club 
Dalkey Scuba Divers  
Sailing in Dublin Club  
Dún Laoghaire Motor Yacht Club 
National Yacht Club 
St. Michael's Rowing Club 
Curragh sub aqua club  
Triton Diving 
Oceandivers 
Irish Scuba Academy 
Seal Bay Divers 
Dublin Bay Sailing Club 
Dún Laoghaire Power Boat School 
Royal Irish Yacht Club 
Royal St George Yacht Club 
Atlantic Youth Trust  
Sail Training Ireland 
Greystones Harbour Sea Scouts  
Greystones Rowing Club 
Greystones Sailing Club 
Howth Sea Angling 
Howth Yacht Club 
Feelgood Scuba 
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Malahide Yacht Club 
Poolbeg Yacht & Boat Club 
St. Patricks Rowing Club 
Omega Sub Aqua  
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Appendix 2: EIAR Scoping Consultees 
 

Name 

Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
(incorporating the National Parks and Wildlife Service and the 
National Monuments Service) 
Development Applications Unit, Department of Housing 

Minister for Climate Action, Communications Networks and 
Transport 
Marine Survey Office Department for Climate Action, 
Communications Networks and Transport 
Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Sports, Culture and the 
Gaeltacht 
Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 

Minister for Transport (referred to in November 2019 as 
Department of Climate Action, Communication Networks and 

    Fingal County Council 

Wicklow County Council 

South Dublin City Council 

Dublin City Council 

Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council 

Howth Harbour 

Dublin Port Authority/Company. 

Dun Laoghaire Harbour 

Wicklow Harbour, Arklow Harbour and Bray Harbour 

Environmental Protection Agency (including Office of 
Radiological Protection) 
Health Service Executive 

Irish Water 

Office of Public Works 

Commissioner for the Regulation of Utilities 

EirGrid 

Transport Infrastructure Ireland 

Arts Council (A Comhairle Ealaion) 

Failte Ireland 

An Taisce 

Heritage Council 
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Name 

Regional Planning Authority (Eastern and Midlands Regional 
Assembly) 

 Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) - formerly Regional Fisheries Boards 

Sea Fisheries Protection Authority 

Commissioners for Irish Lights 

Marine Survey Office 

Marine Institute 

Waterways Ireland 

Irish Aviation Authority 

Any relevant Airport Operators (Baldonnel/Casement, Dublin, 
Newcastle, Weston) 
CIE (Coras Iompar Éireann) Main 

CIE (Coras Iompar Éireann) Irish Rail 

CIE (Coras Iompar Éireann) Dublin Bus 

Railway Safety Commissioner (Commission for Railway 
Regulation) 
National Transport Authority (which subsumed the Dublin 
Transportation Office) 
Minister for Defence 

Health and Safety Authority 

Irish Coast Guard 

Bats Conservation Ireland 

Birdwatch Ireland 

Coastwatch Europe 

Irish Seal Sanctuary 

Irish Whales and Dolphin Group 

Irish Wildlife Trust 

Geological Survey of Ireland and Irish Geological Heritage 
Programme 
An Bord Pleanála 

Met Eireann 

Universities and other third level institutions (relevant research 
projects) 

Bord Iascaigh Mhara 
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Name 

Dun Laoghaire Rathdown Chamber of Commerce 

Bray and District Chamber of Commerce (covers Bray, Arklow, 
Wicklow and Greystones) 
Wicklow Chamber of Commerce 

Clontarf Business Association 

Dublin Chamber of Commerce 

Fingal Chamber of Commerce  

Dalkey Community Council 

Save our Seafront 

Sandycove and Glasthule Residents Association 

Coastal Concern Alliance 

Flossie and the Beach Cleaners 

Minister for Finance  

Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment 

Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform 

Enterprise Ireland 

Economic and Social Research Institute 

Irish South and West Fish Producers Organisation 

Killybegs Fishermen’s Organisation 

Irish Fish Producers Organisation 

Anglo North Irish Fish Producers Organisation 

Northern Ireland Fish Producers Organisation 

National Inshore Fisheries Association 

Irish South and East Fish Producers Organisation 

Northwestern Waters Advisory Council 

National Inshore Fisheries Forum 

North East Regional Inshore Fisheries Forum 

South East Regional Inshore Fisheries Forum 

Irish Naval Service 

Irish Tourist Industry Confederation 
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Name 

Seapoint Rugby Club 

Ballybrack Football Club 

Cabinteely Football Club 

Foxrock Cabinteely GAA Club 

Cabinteely Athletic Club 

Dublin Bay Cruises  

Go Sailing  

East Coast Rowing Council 

Irish Sailing Association 

Irish Federation of Sea Anglers (Leinster Council) 

Irish Sea Kayaking Association 

East Coast Sea Kayaking Club  

RNLI Wicklow  

RNLI Wicklow  

Irish Water Safety 

Bray Harbour Mooring Holders’ Association 

Bray Rowing Club 

Bray Sailing Club  

Bray Head Fishing & Social Club 

Bray Sea Scouts  

Clontarf Yacht & Boat Club  

Dalkey Rowing Club 

Dalkey Scuba Divers  

Sailing in Dublin Club  

Dún Laoighaire Motor Yacht Club 

National Yacht Club 

St. Michael's Rowing Club 

Curragh sub aqua club  

Triton Diving 
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Name 

Oceandivers 

Irish Scuba Academy 

Seal Bay Divers 

Dublin Bay Sailing Club 

Dún Laoghaire Power Boat School 

Royal Irish Yacht Club 

Royal St. George Yacht Club 

Atlantic Youth Trust  

Sail Training Ireland 

Greystones Harbour Sea Scouts  

Greystones Rowing Club 

Greystones Sailing Club 

Howth Sea Angling 

Howth Yacht Club 

Feelgood Scuba 

Malahide Yacht Club 

Poolbeg Yacht & Boat Club 

St. Patricks Rowing Club 

Omega Sub Aqua  

RNLI 

Teagasc 

Bord Gais 

Gaslink (this is Gas Networks Ireland) 

Eircom 

ESB, ESBI, ESB Networks 

Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland 
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Appendix 3: Examples of key Stakeholder Meetings 
 
Date  Contact  Organisation  Attendees  
18/09/2020  Black, Declan  Marine Survey 

Office  
Paul Kelly, Declan 
Black  

08/10/2020  O'Toole, Micháel  Irish Coast 
Guard  

   

23/10/2020  Moloney, Martin     Jamie May, Marin 
Moloney  

29/10/2020  Curran, Frank  Wicklow County 
Council  

Paul Kelly, Peter 
Lefroy, Breege 
Kilkenny, Cllr Derek 
Mitchell, Sorcha 
Walsh, Kate 
Dempsey, Peir 
Leonard, Peter 
Lefroy, Roy Conway, 
Tim Greenwood, 
Billy-Arklow Marine 
Services, Susan 
Nichols, Kristoper 
Calder, Adrian Bell, 
Lorcan O'Toole, 
Christine Flood, 
Liam, Simon 
Greenwood, Paul 
Doherty, David 
Forde, Marc 
Devereux, Susan 
Nichols, Paul Ivory, 
Pat O'Suilleabhain 
and Lorraine 
Gallagher  

05/11/2020  Planning Manager, 
Environmental  

Fáilte Ireland  Eda Martin, Paul 
Kelly, Shane Dineen, 
Yvonne Jackson  

06/11/2020  Matthews, Steven   Green Party TD  Eda Martin, Paul 
Kelly, Peter Lefroy, 
Steven Matthews  

20/11/2020  Mitchell, Derek     Peter Lefroy and 
Paul Kelly, Daragh 
Cafferky (Chair of 
Combined Clubs 
Greystones 
Harbour)  

24/11/2020  Carroll MacNeill, 
Jennifer  

 DLR TD  Paul Kelly, Peter 
Lefroy, Eda Martin, 
Jennifer Carroll 
MacNeill  
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01/12/2020  Berrow, Simon  Irish Whale & 
Dolphin Group  

Paul Kelly, Gill Moore, 
Simon Barrow & 
Partick Lyne from 
IWDG. Also, Cormac 
Booth (SMRU), Sarah 
Strong (GoBe)  

08/12/2020    Bray Municipal 
District council  

Paul Kelly, Cllr Anne 
Ferris, Cllr Melanie 
Corrigan, Cllr Joe 
Behan, Cllr Dermot O 
Briend, Cllr Rory O 
Connor  

10/12/2020  Creedon, Mary  RNLI Dun 
Laoghaire  

Eda Martin, Mary 
Creedon (Community 
engagement), Peter 
Harty (Area lifesaving 
manager)  

15/12/2020  Sinéad Healy  Dublin Chamber 
of Commerce  

Eda Martin, Sinéad 
Healy (Dublin 
Chamber 
Sustainability 
Manager)  

16/12/2020  Carroll MacNeill, 
Jennifer  

 DLR TD  Paul Kelly, Peter 
Lefroy, Eda Martin, 
Jennifer Carroll 
MacNeill TD, Cllr Jim 
Gildea Cllr Marie 
Baker, Cllr Mary 
Fayne, Cllr Lorraine 
Hall.  

08/01/2021  King, Stuart  West Coast Sea 
Products  

Stuart King and 
Dougie (vessel 
skipper), Mike 
Fitzpatrick & Gill 
Moore  

26/01/2021  Healy, Sinéad  Dublin Chamber 
of Commerce  

Eda Martin, Sinéad 
Healy (Dublin 
Chamber 
Sustainability 
Manager), Catherine 
Moroney, Head of 
Business Banking 
AIB, Paul Boylan-Co 
Founder of Vivid 
Edge, Gary 
O'Callaghan- CEO 
SIemens, Margot 
Slattery - Global 
Head of D&I Sodexo, 
Tony O'Malley- CEO 
Fujitsu, Paul Hallam - 
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Associate Director 
PM Group, Mark 
Teevan- Head of 
Innovation and 
Change Toyota 
(Chairperson 
Hydrogen Mobility 
Ireland), Niamh Boyle 
- MD Reputations 
Agency, Regina 
O'Connor - Snr VP 
Global Head of 
Government AXA XL.  

28/01/2021  Devine-Wright, 
Patrick  

   Paul Kelly, Peter 
Lefroy, Eda Martin, 
Patrick Devine-
Wright  

15/02/2021  Scully, Ciara     Ciara Scully, Eda 
Martin  

18/02/2021  Sav, Simone  Dun Laoghaire 
Rathdown Public 
Participation 
Network (PPN)  

Eda Martin, Simone 
Sav  

15/03/2021  Member of public  NA  Eda Martin, Katy 
Woodington, 
member of public. 
RESS discussion  

16/03/2021  Gabby Mallon  DLR Chamber of 
Commerce  

Eda Martin, Gabby 
Mallon  

18/03/2021  Supplier  GE Wind  Jamie May, Tim 
Sheehan  

22/04/2021  Lorraine Hall  Fine Gael  Cllrs Lorraine Hall, 
Deputy Jennifer 
Carroll MacNeil, 
Senator Barry Ward, 
Peter Lefroy, Eda 
Martin, Paul Kelly. 
Attended by Labour 
members from Dún 
Laoghaire 
Rathdown.  

14/05/2021  Member of public  NA  Katy Woodington. 
Meeting requested 
by member of public 
to discuss CBF.  

14/05/2021  Gabby Mallon  DLR Chamber of 
Commerce  

Eda Martin, Liam 
Madden, Dan 
Mulcahy. DLR 
Chamber B2B event 
with Eda Martin doing 
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‘meet the expert’ 
slot.  

06/07/2021  Simone Sav  DLR PPN  Eda Martin, Simone 
Sav  

07/07/2021  Cormac Devlin  Fianna Fáil  Deputy Cormac 
Devlin, Eda Martin, 
Peter Lefroy, Paul 
Kelly  

08/07/2021  Clare Sheehan  St Michael’s 
Rowing Club  

Gill Moore, Eda 
Martin, Clare 
Sheehan, Brenda 
White  

08/07/2021  Dave Lawless  DLRCC Tourism  Eda Martin, Dave 
Lawless  

17/08/2021  Marian O Shea  Monkstown Tidy 
Towns  

Marian O Shea 
(Chair), Christine 
Magee, Paula 
Corcoran  

09/09/2021  Patricia Kiersey  Shankill 
Community Area 
Newsletter 
(SCAN)  

Patricia Kiersey, 
Margaret Dromay, 
Eda Martin  

17/09/2021  Ossian Smyth  Elected 
Representatives  

Ossian Smyth TD, 
Steven Matthews TD, 
Peter Lefroy, Paul 
Kelly, Eda Martin  

23/09/2021  Patrick Davey  Shankill Action 
for a Green Earth 
(SAGE)  

Patrick Davey, Kathie 
Davey, Patti Meek, 
Justin Kilcullen, Bríd 
Meehan, Cora Plant, 
Eda Martin, Peter 
Lefroy, Paul Kelly  

15/12/2021  Paal Janson   Irish Marine 
Federation  

Paal Janson, Eda 
Martin, Peter Lefroy, 
Paul Kelly  

6/10/2022  Member of public  Local resident in 
Shanganagh 
Area  

Teams call with Paul 
Kelly and Emma 
Gilleece  

24/08/2022  Gus Cullen  Fisheries Working 
Group  

Paul Kelly, Gill Moore, 
Mike Fitzpatrick, 
Emma Gilleece, Gus 
Cullen, John Lynch, 
Ruairi O Cathain, 
Charlie 
Featherstone, Peter 
Ryan, Alan Fanning  

15/02/2023  Dr Katja Bruisch  TCD 
Environmental 
Humanities 
Students  

Emma Gilleece, Dr 
Katja Bruisch and 
MPhil students  
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17/02/2023  TCD student  Undergraduate 
Students   

Teams call with Paul 
Kelly and Emma 
Gilleece  

20/03/2023  Inma Montes  Killiney Bay 
Community 
Council (KBCC)  

Eda Martin, Paul 
Kelly, Gill Moore, 
Barbara 
Gerstenberger, 
Rosemary Kevany, 
Seana Kevany, 
Roslyn Shaw, Inma 
Montes  

20/03/2023  Loman Brady  Shanganagh 
Community 
Garden 
Committee  

Emma Gilleece, 
Pamela Brady, 
Loman Brady, Finbar 
O’Leary, Alison 
Fulluck, Cormac 
Becton  

4/04/2023  Christine Flood  Bray Municipal 
District  

Emma Gilleece, Paul 
Kelly, Linda Healy 
and Bray Municipal 
District Councillors  

18/04/2023  Member of public  Local resident  Lee Thomas, Ciara 
Conboy Fischer, local 
resident  

20/06/2023  Eilish Harrington  Fingal Leader 
Partnership  

Katy Woodington, 
Eda Martin, Eilish 
Harrington  

20/06/2023  Aidan Blighe  DLRCC 
Management 
team  

Peter Lefroy, Paul 
Kelly, Eda Martin, 
Katy Woodington, 
Suze Proctor, Frank 
Curran, Aidan Blighe, 
Stephen Brady, 
Therese Langan, 
Helena Cunningham, 
Catherine Kennan, 
Stephen Brady, Paul 
Kennedy, Anne 
Devine, Conall 
Bergin  

04/07/2023  Lorraine Gallagher  Wicklow CoCo 
Management 
Team  

Eda Martin, Paul 
Kelly, Peter Lefroy, 
Katy Woodington, 
Lorraine Gallagher, 
Emer O Gorman, 
Michael Nicholson, 
Leonora Earls, Joe 
Lane, Brian Gleeson, 
Dorothy Kennedy  

24/07/2023  Lorraine Hall  Fine Gael DLR 
Councillors  

Eda Martin, Peter 
Lefroy, Ciara 
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Conboy-Fischer, Gill 
Moore, Lorraine Hall, 
Marie Baker, Mary 
Fayne, Barry Saul, 
Jim Gildea  

12/10/2023  Carrie Smyth  Labour DLR 
Councillors  

Peter Lefroy, Paul 
Kelly, Katy 
Woodington, Carrie 
Smyth, Lettie 
McCarthy, Denis O 
Callaghan, Martha 
Fanning  

19/01/2024  Member of Public  Local residents  Emma Gilleece & 
Ciara Conboy-
Fischer  

26/06/2024  Shanganagh / Killiney  DLR Council 
members  

Vanessa O’ Connell 
Seán Grace, Paul 
Kelly, Emma Gilleece, 
Ciara Conboy-
Fischer, Aoife 
Reynolds, Carrie 
Smyth, Jim Glidea, 
Lauren Tuite, Paul O 
Keefe  

11/07/2024 Shanganagh / Killiney 
(On-site)  

DLR Council 
Members 

Seán Grace, Ciara 
Conboy-Fischer, 
Carries Smyth, Jim 
Glidea, Lauren Tuite, 
Melissa Halphin 
(Representing Dave 
O Keefe) 

01/08/2024  Sandyford/Glencullen  DLR Council 
members  

Vanessa O’ Connell 
Seán Grace, Paul 
Kelly Tony Murphy  

14/08/2024  Cllr Hugh Lewis  DLR Council 
members  

Ciara Conboy-
Fischer, Seán Grace, 
Hugh Lewis  

05/09/2024  Dún Laoighaire  DLR Council 
members  

Vanessa O’ Connell 
Seán Grace, Paul 
Kelly, Emma Gilleece, 
Lorraine Hall, JP 
Durkin, Tom 
Kivlehan, Melissa 
Halpin (rep).  

24/10/2024  Dún Laoighaire / Skills 
Event  

DLR Council 
members  

Seán Grace Justin 
Moylan, Mary Fayne, 
Tom Kivlehan, Ossian 
Smyth TD  

30/10/2024  Community Climate 
Action Officer  

DLRCC Staff 
Member  

Cynthia O Mahony, 
Seán Grace  
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21/11/2024  DLR SEAI Regional 
Mentor  

SEAI  Seán Grace, Gavin 
Harte  

26/11/2024  DLRCC Senior 
Management 
Team/CEO  

DLRCC  Seán Grace, Paul 
Kelly, Aoife Reynolds, 
Ciara Conboy-
Fischer, 
Representatives of 
the DLRCC Senior 
Management Team 
and Chief Executive 
Officer.  

03/12/2024  Chairperson  Shanganagh 
Community 
Gardens / Men’s 
Shed & DLRCC  

Finbarr O’ Leary, 
Seán Grace, DLRCC 
Community Worker, 
Men’s Shed 
Representative, 
Shanganagh 
Community Gardens 
Chairperson  

04/12/2024  Secretary  Dún Laoghaire 
Central 
Residents 
Association 
(DLCRA)  

Seán Grace, DLCRA 
Secretary   
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Appendix 4: Media Advertisements 
 

A. Foreshore Licence 1 Application 2019: 

 
Irish Times 16th October 2019 
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Wicklow People 16th October 2019 
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Bray People 16th October 2019 
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Dublin City/Fingal/South/West Gazette 17th October 2019 
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B. Autumn 2020 Public Consultation: 

 
The following advertisements were published in five different editions of each newspaper. 
 
Bray People 18th November 2020 
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Wicklow People 11th November 2020 
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Dublin Gazette 12th November 2020 
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C. Foreshore Licence FS007029 Determination 

Dublin Gazette 4th February 2021 
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Wicklow People 3rd February 2021 
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Bray People 3rd February 2021 
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D. Foreshore Licence FS007188 Application (first round) 

 
Irish Independent 17th November 2021 
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Wicklow People 17th November 2021 
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Bray People 17th November 2021 
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Dublin Gazette 18th November 2021 
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E. Foreshore Licence FS007188 Application Notice (second round) 

Dublin Gazette, 30th June 2022 
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Bray People, 29th June 2022 
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Wicklow People, 29th June 2022 
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Irish Independent, 30th June 2022 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Page 100 of 165 
 

 
 
 
 

F. Public Consultation Spring 2023 

Irish Times advertorial, 25th January 2023 
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Page 103 of 165 
 

Irish Times advertorial, 26th January 2023 
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Public Notices: Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown Public Participation Network Newsletter 
and Website, published 22nd February 2023 
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East Coast FM Radio ad campaign broadcasting times, 25th February – 19th February 
2023 
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JD Decaux Bus Shelter Posters (18th January – 12th March 2023) 

 
DART Station Posters   
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Irish Times 23rd March 2023  
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Dublin Gazette 23rd March 2023

 
 
 

G. Foreshore Licence FS007188 Determination 
 
Irish Times, 15th February 2023 
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Northside People East, 8th March 2023 
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Southside People, 8th March 2023 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Page 112 of 165 
 

 
Appendix 5 Polls 
 
5.1 Give My View Poll Results 2020 
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Appendix 5.2 2023 Public Consultation Survey 
 

Dublin Array Wind Farm Second Public 
Consultation Survey  

  

1. Based on the information provided in our exhibition room and 
associated materials, what are your views on the development of 
Dublin Array?    
• [Control] Strongly Support  
• [Control] Support  
• [Control] Neither supportive nor unsupportive  
• [Control] Do not support.  
• [Control] Extremely opposed.  

Onshore Proposals (Carrickmines)  

2. The development of the onshore substation and associated 
infrastructure requires the assessment of environmental impacts 
under a number of topics, including:    
   

Population  Noise and Vibration  

Human Health  Onshore Archaeological, Architectural 
and Cultural Heritage  

Biodiversity (aquatic and 
terrestrial)  Landscape and Visual  

Land and Soils  Traffic and Transport   
Water and Flood Risk  Material Assets   
Air Quality  Waste and Resource Management   
Climate (Carbon Balance 
Assessment)     

    
  

3. In your opinion, under any of the above themes, is there anything 
the project team should be aware of in relation to our onshore 
proposals (including landfall location, substation, and onshore 
cable routes) at Carrickmines?    

[Control]  
  
  

4. Is there any other information in relation to the project’s onshore 
works that you would like to see included within the scope of the 
environmental impact assessment reports?   

[Control]  

Offshore Proposals  
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5. The development of the offshore wind turbines and associated 
infrastructure (including offshore substations, inter-array cables and 
subsea cables) requires the assessment of environmental impacts 
under a number of topics, including:   
   

Physical Processes  Climate (Carbon Balance 
Assessment)  

Benthic and Intertidal Ecology  Commercial Fisheries   
Offshore Bats   Shipping and Navigation  

Fish and Shellfish Ecology  Aviation, Military and 
Communications  

Marine Mammals and Reptiles  Marine Archaeology  
Marine Ornithology   Other Marine Users  
Seascape, Landscape and Visual 
Impacts     

    
    

6. In your opinion, under any of the above themes, is there anything 
the project team should be aware of in relation to our offshore 
proposals?    

[Control]  
7. Is there any other information in relation to the project’s offshore 
developments that you would like to see included within the scope 
of the environmental impact assessment reports?    

[Control]  

Community  

8. As part of the development of Dublin Array, there will be a 
substantial Community Benefit Fund (CBF) available. The governance 
of the CBF will be completely transparent, involving an independent 
Fund Administrator and a local Community Benefit Fund Committee, 
which will be put in place prior to the start of operations and will be 
consulted upon widely.    
  
At this early stage, we welcome any suggestions you may have in 
terms of community projects or initiatives which could potentially 
be supported by Dublin Array, particularly in the areas of energy, 
environment, fisheries and biodiversity. Please outline these below:   

[Control]  
Do you have any feedback or comments on the quality of our engagement to 
date with the communities closest to the project?   
[Control]  
Do you have any comments on how Dublin Array can work effectively with the 
fishing community throughout the development and operation of the 
project?   
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[Control]  

Economy   

9. The development of Dublin Array will create a wide range of 
employment opportunities, both short-term (during construction) and 
long-term (during operations). There will also be opportunities for the 
Irish supply chain to be involved in supporting the project.   

  
We welcome your ideas on how the project can best support the local and 
national economy through these activities. Specifically:   
   

1. How can the project support local businesses in accessing 
opportunities on the project?    
2. Are there other ways the project could support the local 
economy?    

[Control]  
  

  

EDUCATION  

10. We are committed to support education and training opportunities 
in the local community, particularly for young people.     
1. Are there specific education and/or training initiatives that you 
would like to see the project support?    
2.  

This Consultation   

11. To assist us in making this consultation as informative as 
possible, please indicate which area you reside in  

a. Howth  
b. Clontarf  
c. Sandymount  
d. Dun Laoghaire  
e. Killiney/Dalkey  
f. Shankill/Shanganagh  
g. Bray/Greystones/Wicklow Town  
h. Other – Dublin  
i. Other – Ireland  
j. Other  

  
  
Please add any specific comments you have in relation to the exhibition:  
[Control]  
  

Any Other Information   

12. In addition to the questions above, are there any other technical, 
environmental, or social issues you believe the project team should 



 

Page 117 of 165 
 

be made aware of or consider as design and development of the 
project continues?   

[Control]  
  
  
First Name [Control]  
Last Name [Control]  
Email  
Attachments (Attach maximum of 6 files up to 5MB each)  

Select File  
[Control] I prefer to remain anonymous.  
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Appendix 6 Consultation Boards 
 
Autumn 2020 Public Consultation Boards 
 



 

Page 119 of 165 
 

 
 
 
 



 

Page 120 of 165 
 

 
 



 

Page 121 of 165 
 

 
 
 
 



 

Page 122 of 165 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

Page 123 of 165 
 

 
 



 

Page 124 of 165 
 

 



 

Page 125 of 165 
 

 
 



 

Page 126 of 165 
 

 



 

Page 127 of 165 
 

 

 
 
 



 

Page 128 of 165 
 

 

 
 



 

Page 129 of 165 
 

 
 
 
 



 

Page 130 of 165 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

Page 131 of 165 
 

Appendix 7: Consultation Boards Spring 2023 
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Appendix 7.1 Results from 2023 Public Consultation 
Survey 

 

1. Support for the project  

There was a significant level of positive support for Dublin Array demonstrated 
throughout this consultation. This does not require any response.  
 

2. Feedback on Onshore Proposals 
In your opinion, under any of the above themes, is there anything the project team 
should be aware of in relation to our onshore proposals (including landfall location, 
substation, and onshore cable routes) at Carrickmines?    
 
The main concerns were as follows: 

o Water and flood risk. 
o landscape visual. 
o Noise & vibration. 
o biodiversity. 

 

3. Suggestions for anything the project should be aware of in the onshore 
proposals 

o Consumer water quality. 
o Importance of being able to see the horizon for one’s mental wellbeing. 
o Birds and hedgerows. 
o Noise. 
o Water quality for swimming during construction phase. 
o Continued strong public consideration. 

 
4. Is there any other information in relation to the project’s onshore works that 

you would like to see included within the scope of the environmental impact 
assessment reports?   
 

The main concern raised that would fall under the EIAR was disruption during 
construction. 
 

5. Offshore Proposals 

In your opinion, under any of the above themes, is there anything the project team 
should be aware of in relation to our offshore proposals?    
 

1. Seabed movement and sand changes 
2. Fish and shellfish ecology 
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6. Is there any other information in relation to the project’s offshore 
developments that you would like to see included within the scope of the 
environmental impact assessment reports?    

The main focus from public feedback was on migratory birds.  
 
One comment was about accumulative effect; 
 
‘None of the assessments take into account that other adjacent windfarms are 
also planned’.  
 
 

7. Community Benefit Fund 

The project team is wished to engage as early as possible with the community to raise 
their awareness of the Dublin Array Community Benefit Fund and to understand their 
views regarding the fund.  
 

- ‘Artificial reeds could be built. Plus, nesting platforms for terns, etc.’ 
- ‘Help fund healthy travel options – cycling/walking infrastructure (routes and safe 

cycle parking). 
- ‘I suggest support to the UNESCO Dublin Bay Biosphere Reserve which is 

administered by Dublin City Council. I suggest sponsorship of a number of 
academic research projects (marine biology, coastal botany, physical 
oceanography) linked to the Biosphere Reserve in Irish Universities for MSc and 
PhD. I suggest research into future options to improve energy output from the 
project without increasing the number of turbines. 

- ‘A presentation or display about energy history and developments from initial 
turning through to renewables.  

- ‘Support Tidy Towns. Emphasise collection of dog poo which is a problem in 
Dalkey’.  

- ‘Supporting regeneration of Dún Laoghaire Harbour and creating community 
spaces there would be good, especially at West Pier end/coal harbour area.’ 

- ‘Effect on commercial fisheries’ 
 

 

8. Job opportunities  

Several participants mentioned they would like to be kept informed of job opportunities 
and that the project created local employment opportunities.  
‘Provide apprenticeship, intern and graduate opportunities in the Wind Energy sphere. 
Utilise local marine agents and local vessels for all work. Provide swimming lessons to all 
persons working close to or on the water.’ 
-‘Work with Dún Laoghaire Local Enterprise office in DLRCC to identify small local 
businesses suitable to work with and link to Enterprise Ireland for larger companies, 
possibly to do some pre-tendering market awareness engagement’. 
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9. Education 

Are there specific education and/or training initiatives that you would like 
to see the project support?    
 
 

o -‘Sponsor a comprehensive and honest (i.e not agenda driven) course on the 
energy transition. Why it is necessary, options available to us, issues that need to 
be managed, dealing with hard to abate areas, how much it will cost, choice we 
must makes etc.’ 

 

o -‘Sponsor a training course on how we as individuals can support and improve the 
biodiversity of Ireland’.  

 

10.  Comments on the exhibition itself 
o -‘I would like to see more information on the technical issues and challenges – 

mechanical, electrical and foundations’.  
o -Very informative materials and very knowledgeable staff’. 
o ‘Helpful, informative staff’ 
o ‘Informative & well thought out’ 

 

11.  Consultation process 

Numerous participants made positive statements regarding the consultation process. 
This demonstrated that they felt involved in the consultation process. The team has 
ensured that all feedback received during all consultation informed the project.  
  



Registered office:  

Unit 5,  

Desart House,  

Lower New Street, 

Kilkenny 

www.RWE.com 
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Schedule of Pre-application Consultations

1. Introduction
This schedule provides a summary of pre-application consultations undertaken
associated with the preparation of this planning application for Dublin Array.  Extensive
public consultation has been completed and this is documented in Public Consultation
and Engagement Report also included in Schedule 5 of the planning application
documentation.  Consultation completed to inform the preparation of the
Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) is documented on a topic by topic in
each chapter of the Offshore Infrastructure Assessment Chapters (Volume 3 of the
EIAR) and Onshore Infrastructure Assessment Chapters (Volume 5 of the EIAR).

2. Consultation with An Bord Pleanála
During the development of the design of Dublin Array and the preparation of the
planning application a series of pre-application consultation meetings under Section
182 and 287 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 (as amended) were held with
An Bord Pleanála.  Pre-application consultation case references ABP-308178-20
(Section 182A), ABP-315800-23 (Section 287) and ABP-318552-23 (Section 287A)
were associated with earlier scopes of the project.  In 2024 a decision was taken by the
project to consolidate the offshore wind farm, onshore electrical system and the
proposed Operations and Maintenance Base into a single planning application which
was subject to pre-application consultation with An Bord Pleanála under Section
287/287A of the Planning and Development Act (case references ABP-320756-24
and ABP-320830-24).

Pre-Application Consultation with An Bord Pleanála

Case Reference Pre-Application Consultation Meeting
Dates

Comment

ABP-308178-20 19/11/2020 General pre-application
consultation onshore electrical
transmission infrastructure only
(not progressed to planning
application).

ABP-315800-23 29/05/2023, 30/08/2023,
01/11/2023, 04/12/2023,
08/02/2024, 14/05/2024

General pre-application
consultation offshore wind farm
and Operations and
Maintenance Base only (not
progressed to planning
application)

ABP-318552-23 4/12/2023 Design flexibility opinion
associated with ABP-315800-
23 (not progressed to planning
application).

ABP-320756-24 23/10/2024 General pre-application
consultation associated with this
planning application
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Pre-Application Consultation with An Bord Pleanála

ABP-320830-24 23/10/2024 Design flexibility opinion
associated with this planning
application.

3. Environmental Impact Assessment Scoping Consultation
An Environmental Impact Assessment Scoping Report was issued to various consultees
on 9th October 2020 and made available to the public.  The document was issued to the
following recipients.

Environmental Impact Assessment Scoping Recipients

Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage
(incorporating the Development Applications Unit,
National Parks and Wildlife Service and the National
Monuments Service)

Minister for Climate Action, Communications
Networks and Transport (and Marine Survey
Office)

Minister for Media, Tourism, Arts, Sports, Culture and
the Gaeltacht

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine

Minister for Transport (referred to in November 2019
as Department of Climate Action, Communication
Networks and Transport) (covered by CO2)

Fingal County Council

Wicklow County Council South Dublin City Council

Dublin City Council Dún Laoghaire Rathdown County Council (and
Harbour)

Howth Harbour Dublin Port Authority / Port Company

Wicklow Harbour, Bray Harbour and Arklow Harbour Commissioners for Irish Lights

Environmental Protection Agency (including Office of
Radiological Protection)

Marine Institute

Health Service Executive Waterways Ireland

Irish Water Irish Aviation Authority

Office of Public Works Any relevant Airport Operators
(Baldonnel/Casement, Dublin, Newcastle,
Weston)

Commissioner for the Regulation of Utilities CIE (Coras Iompar Éireann) Main

EirGrid CIE (Coras Iompar Éireann) Irish Rail

Transport Infrastructure Ireland CIE (Coras Iompar Éireann) Dublin Bus

Arts Council (A Comhairle Ealaion) Railway Safety Commissioner (Commission for
Railway Regulation)

Failte Ireland National Transport Authority (which subsumed
the Dublin Transportation Office)

An Taisce Minister for Defence

Heritage Council Health and Safety Authority

Regional Planning Authority (Eastern and Midlands
Regional Assembly)

Irish Coast Guard

Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) - formerly Regional
Fisheries Boards

Bats Conservation Ireland

Sea Fisheries Protection Authority Save our Seafront

Coastwatch Europe Sandycove and Glasthule Residents Association

Irish Seal Sanctuary Coastal Concern Alliance

Irish Whales and Dolphin Group Flossie and the Beach Cleaners

Irish Wildlife Trust Minister for Finance

Geological Survey of Ireland and Irish Geological
Heritage Programme

Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment
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Environmental Impact Assessment Scoping Recipients

An Bord Pleanála Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform

Met Eireann Enterprise Ireland

Universities and other third level institutions (relevant
research projects)

Economic and Social Research Institute

Bord Iascaigh Mhara Irish South and West Fish Producers
Organisation

Dun Laoghaire Rathdown Chamber of Commerce Killybegs Fishermen’s Organisation

Bray and District Chamber of Commerce (covers
Bray, Arklow, Wicklow and Greystones)

Irish Fish Producers Organisation

Wicklow Chamber of Commerce Anglo North Irish Fish Producers Organisation

Clontarf Business Association Northern Ireland Fish Producers Organisation

Dublin Chamber of Commerce National Inshore Fisheries Association

Fingal Chamber of Commerce Irish South and East Fish Producers
Organisation

Dalkey Community Council Northwestern Waters Advisory Council

National Inshore Fisheries Forum East Coast Sea Kayaking Club

North East Regional Inshore Fisheries Forum RNLI Wicklow

South East Regional Inshore Fisheries Forum RNLI Wicklow

Irish Naval Service Irish Water Safety

Irish Tourist Industry Confederation Bray Harbour Mooring Holders’ Association

Seapoint Rugby Club Bray Rowing Club

Ballybrack Football Club Bray Sailing Club

Cabinteely Football Club Bray Head Fishing & Social Club

Foxrock Cabinteely GAA Club Bray Sea Scouts

Cabinteely Athletic Club Clontarf Yacht & Boat Club

Dublin Bay Cruises Dalkey Rowing Club

Go Sailing Dalkey Scuba Divers

East Coast Rowing Council Sailing in Dublin Club

Irish Sailing Association Dún Laoghaire Motor Yacht Club

Irish Federation of Sea Anglers (Leinster Council) National Yacht Club

Irish Sea Kayaking Association St. Michael's Rowing Club

Triton Diving Feelgood Scuba

Oceandivers Malahide Yacht Club

Irish Scuba Academy Poolbeg Yacht & Boat Club

Seal Bay Divers St. Patricks Rowing Club

Dublin Bay Sailing Club Omega Sub Aqua

Dún Laoghaire Power Boat School RNLI

Royal Irish Yacht Club Teagasc

Royal St. George Yacht Club Bord Gais

Atlantic Youth Trust Gaslink (this is Gas Networks Ireland)

Sail Training Ireland Eircom

Greystones Harbour Sea Scouts ESB, ESBI, ESB Networks

Greystones Rowing Club Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland

Greystones Sailing Club Malahide Yacht Club

Howth Sea Angling
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Final EIA scoping consultation correspondence was issued to the prescribed bodies as
set out in Schedule 1 of the Planning and Development (Maritime Development)
Regulations, 2023 between 2/01/2024 and 1/02/2024.

4. Other Consultation with Prescribed Bodies, Regulatory and
Government Agencies

Throughout the development phase of the project there has been a range of
consultation meetings/teleconferences and correspondence with various prescribed
bodies/statutory consultees/government agencies.  The purpose of this non-statutory
engagement was briefing these organisations on progress with the project or sourcing
information to inform the design and environmental impact assessment processes.

Other Consultation Activities

Consultee Relevant Date

Commissioner of Irish Lights 24/04/2019; 25/11/2020; 18/01/2021;
14/02/2024; 26/06/2024.

Commission for the Regulation of Utilites 25/03/2024.

Department of Defence 3/07/2019; 02/01/2024; 18/11/2020.

Dublin Airport Authority 24/09/2020.

Dublin Port Company 13/12/2021.

Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council

08/12/2018; 16/10/2018; 13/12/2018;
17/01/2019; 04/02/2019; 09/02/2019;
27/02/2019; 20/03/2019;09/04/2019;
10/04/2019;29/03/2019;02/04/2019;
23/04/2019; 18/06/2019;
09/09/2019; 25/09/2019; 15/10/2019;
20/03/2020; 06/04/2020; 09/06/2020;
23/07/2020; 01/02/2021; 21/06/2021;
11/10/2021; 08/11/2021; 13/12/2021;
13/10/2022; 14/11/2022; 21/11/2022;
14/12/2022; 16/01/2023; 25/01/2023;
22/03/2023; 28/03/2023; 17/04/2023;
15/05/2023; 30/05/2023; 20/06/2023;
13/07/2023; 25/08/2023; 07/09/2023;
18/09/2023; 16/10/203; 20/11/2023;
11/01/2024; 13/05/2024; 23/05/2024;
29/05/2024; 30/05/2024; 10/06/2024;
04/07/2024; 08/07/2024; 12/08/2024;
26/09/2024; 03/10/2024; 10/10/2024;
25/11/2024; 16/12/2024; 07/01/2025.

Department Culture Heritage and the
Gaeltacht

20/11/2020.

EirGrid Monthly project workshops from 2022 to present.

Environmental Protection Agency 11/2020; 04/09/2023.

Fáilte Ireland 23/10/2020; 30/06/2023; 18/01/2024.

Health and Safety Authority 11/2020.

Irish Aviation Authority (and AirNav Ireland)
17/07/2019; 03/03/2021;28/04/2021
05//04/2024; 21/10/2024; 10/01/2025;
20/01/2025.

Inland Fisheries Ireland 23/11/2020; 20/11/2023; 18/01/2024.

Irish Coastguard 23/04/2019; 18/07/2024; 17/12/2024.

Loughs Agency 05/04/2024.
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Marine Survey Office 24/04/2019: 18/09/2020; 30/11/2020;
5/12/2024.

Met Eireann 13/03/2023; 4/11/2023.

Marine Institute 30/11/2020.

National Monuments Service 19/05/2019; 20/05/2020; 18/05/2021;
13/01/2022; 10/07/2024 16/12/2024.

National Parks and Wildlife Service
9/05/2019, 10/11/2020, 03/10/2023, 08/12/2023,
03/2024, 03/10/2024.

Sea Fisheries Protection Authority 12/09/2018, 30/10/2019.

Sustainable Energy Authority Ireland 23/10/2023.

Transport Infrastructure Ireland 9/11/2020.

Uisce Eireann 12/2022-03/2023; 9/01/2024.

Wicklow County Council 04/07/2023.

5. Consultation with Other Organisations
In addition to the above a wide range of general consultation activities have been
completed the project team with a wide range of organisations as outlined in the table
below.

General Consultation Activities

AirNav Ireland Sailing in Dublin Club

Atlantic Youth Trust Dún Laoghaire Motor Yacht Club

Bird Watch Ireland Irish Whale and Dolphin Group

Bray Air Display National Yacht Club

Combined Clubs Greystones Harbour St. Michael’s Rowing Club

Bat Conservation Ireland Curragh Sub Aqua Club

Dublin Bay Cruises Triton Diving

Dublin Chamber of Commerce Oceandivers

Dumfries and Galloway Bat Group Irish Scuba Academy

Dún Laoghaire Rathdown Public Participation
Network

Seal Bay Divers

Dún Laoghaire Chamber of Commerce Dublin Bay Sailing Club=

Dún Laoghaire Central Residents Association Dún Laoghaire Power Boat School

Eir Royal Irish Yacht Club

ESB Gas Networks Ireland

Fingal Leader Partnership Royal St George Yacht Club

Gwynedd Bat Group Atlantic Youth Trust

Irish Marine Federation Sail Training Ireland

Gas Networks Ireland Greystones Harbour Sea Scouts

Go Sailing Greystones Rowing Club

East Coast Rowing Council Howth Sea Anglin

Irish Sailing Association Howth Yacht Club

Irish Federation of Sea Anglers (Leinster Council) Malahide Yacht Club

Irish Sea Kayaking Association Manx Bat Group

East Coast Kayaking Club Poolbeg Yacht & Boat Club

RNLI Dún Laoghaire West Coast Sports Product
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General Consultation Activities

RNLI Wicklow Monkstown Tidy Towns

Irish Water Safety Shankill Action for a Green Earth

Bray Harbour Mooring Holders’ Association Shanganagh Community Garden Committee

Bray Rowing Club Welsh Nathusius Project

Bray Sailing Club Natura l Resources Wales

Bray Head Fishing & Social Club RTE (2RN)

Bray Sea Scouts Trinity College Dublin

Clontarf Yacht & Boat Club Three Network

Dalkey Rowing Club Wind Energy Ireland

Dalkey Scuba Divers University College Dublin

Feelgood Scuba Vodafone

St. Patricks Rowing Club Wicklow Public Participation Network

Omega Sub Aqua Killiney Bay Community Council
Dún Laoghaire Institute of Art Design and
Technology

Northern Ireland Bat Group

Met Eireann Commercial freight and ferry operators

6. Consultation with the Public
A comprehensive range of public information and engagement activities have been
completed on the project to date as described in detail in Schedule 5 Public Consultation
and Engagement Report.  In particular significant outreach consultation activities (on-
line and face to face) were completed through two major public engagement
programmes in 2020 and 2023.

Key Public Engagement Phases

2023 Public Engagement and Consultation 06/10/2020 to 23/11/2020

2023 Public Engagement and Consultation 26/01/2023 to 13/03/2023

7. Consultation with the Fishing Community
A Fisheries Liaison Officer has been working on the project and serving as an effective
communication channel between the project and relevant fishing communities since
May 2019.  RWE are also active participants in the National Seafood Offshore
Renewable Energy Working Group.  Key consultees are set out in the table below.

Key Fishing Community Consultees

Local fishermen based in Howth, Dún Laoghaire,
Wicklow, Greystones and Arklow

Occasional fishermen targeting the general
project environs

Irish Fish Processors and Exporters Association Killybegs Fishermen’s Organisation

Irish Fish Producers Organisation National Inshore Fishermens Association

Irish South & West Fish Producers Organisation National Inshore Fisheries Forum

Irish South and East Fish Producers Organisation Regional Inshore Fisheries Forum – North East

Regional Inshore Fisheries Forum – South East North West Waters Advisory Council

Bottom Mussel Growers Forum Irish Farmers Association Aquaculture
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